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Raising the roo 



From left are the Revd Charles Masheder with villager*. Clare Brown, Ha/el 

Perrott and churchwarden Jojo Goodfellow. Pic: KT Bruce 


H0LYR00D Church, Woodeaton, Oxfordshire is getting a £104,000 
English Heritage and Heritage Lottery Fund grant for repairs to its 
leaking roof. 

The church was built around 1 250 and contains ancient oak 
pews and fittings. The grant was part of £473,000 awarded for 
repairs to Oxfordshire’s ancient churches. 


Politicians urged to 
‘get serious’ about 
climate change 


By Jo Duckies 

CHURCHGOERS are being 
asked to make their voices 
heard in the ongoing campaign 
against climate change. 

They are being encouraged to 
write to the Prime Minister, 
Gordon Brown, asking him to 
make the Copenhagen climate 
change conference in 
December count. 

At the event world leaders will 
gather together in the hope of 
agreeing a new international 
deal to tackle global warming. 

Last month the Church of 
England’s bishops wrote to Mr 
Brown saying that a failure to 
secure a strong, just and effec- 
tive response to the challenge of 
climate change at the 
Copenhagen conference would 
amount to ‘a moral failure on 


the part of humanity as a 
whole’. 

Diocesan environment advis- 
er, the Revd Professor Ian 
James, said now was the time for 
people to start calling on Mr 
Brown to take action. Bishop 
John is supporting the call. ‘I 
was very struck by the account 
Father Edilberto Sena gave at 
the Faith and Food conference 
in Oxford last month. He said 
that the Brazilian rainforest - 
which has always been the 
“lungs” of the world - is under 
such severe threat that it is in 
danger of becoming a carbon 
generator rather than a carbon 
sink. 

‘That has been much in my 
thoughts and prayers since I 
heard him speak. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 


Recession sparks careful’ financial planning for diocese 


By Sarah Meyrick 

NEXT year’s diocesan budget 
will be planned with ‘more 
than usual care’ in the light of 
the economic crisis, Brian 
Newey, Chair of the Board of 
Finance, has promised. 

‘In straitened times, we need 
to plot our way ahead carefully,’ 
Mr Newey told diocesan synod 
members when they met in 
March. 


‘There will therefore be a 
thorough examination of all 
areas of the 2010 budget. 

‘We recognise that we are in 
exceptional times, and so - like 
other dioceses and the national 
Church - we’re examining alter- 
native possibilities that might 
ordinarily be ruled out,’ he said. 

A 2010 budget based on stan- 
dard assumptions - including a 
3.5 per cent increase in stipends 


and an average Parish Share 
increase of no more than 3.5 
per cent - would lead to a 
deficit, in particular because 
investment income is plummet- 
ing. 

The Planning and Budget 
Sub-Committee is exploring a 
number of options, including a 
detailed review of the assump- 
tions in every budget cost head- 
ing; covering all ‘new work’ 


within departmental budgets; 
considering lower stipend and 
salary increases; covering some 
areas of work through held- 
over Extra Mission and Ministry 
Support Grants; and preserving 
a 3.5 per cent Parish Share 
increase in the expectation that 
inflation may well take off next 
year. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ► 
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Letters comment 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 


‘Now the whole group of those who believed 
were of one heart and souV Acts 4:12 

I t’s interesting sometimes to ask why 
we are hearing the particular pas- 
sage from the Bible that’s being 
read to us in church. At the ‘big’ festi- 
vals - one of which, of course, occurs 
this month (and they don’t come big- 
ger than Easter) - the readings pretty 
well pick themselves. But once Easter is 
over, the Lectionary requires a series of 
readings from the Acts of the Apostles - 
right up to Pentecost. In a sense that’s 
strange, because Pentecost, as an event, 
precedes the story of the early Church 
which is the main theme of Luke’s sec- 
ond book. 

So, why these passages from Acts, 
each of them a kind of snap-shot of the 
life of that first company of believers 
and their apostolic leaders? The answer 
presumably is that this is the fruit of the 
resurrection, the working out of the 
command of Jesus to ‘make disciples’ 
and for those disciples to model on 
earth the kingdom of heaven which was 
the heart of his message. 

And they are fascinating snap-shots! 
We learn how the first disciples, utterly 
united in mind and spirit, cared for 
each other. ‘No one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but every- 
thing they owned was held in com- 
mon.’ Consequently, ‘there was not a 
needy person among them’ - an aston- 
ishing claim in a society where poverty 


Comings and Goings 

Revd Mark Hurley, will take up post as 
Assistant Curate (Associate Priest) at 
Milton Keynes, Wolverton. Revd David 
Elliott, Assistant Curate at All Saints 
Church, Birmingham will take up post as 
Priest in Charge at Holy Trinity, Reading. 
Revd Peter Knight, Priest in Charge at 
The Claydons is now Team Vicar of The 
Claydons & Swan Benefice. Revd Kay 
Peck, Curate in training at The Swan Team 
Ministry is now Curate in Training at the 
Claydons & Swan Benefice. Revd David 
Hiscock, Team Rector of the Swan Team 
Ministry is now Team Rector of The 
Claydons & Swan Benefice. Revd 
Richard Zair, from CPAS will take up post 
as Priest in Charge at Marcham with 
Garford, Abingdon plus Evangelism 


Comment 

by the Bishop of Dorchester 

N ot many things stop the weekly 
ritual of Prime Minister’s 
Question Time but all of us 
instinctively recognised that that was the 
right thing to do when Ivan Cameron 
died a few weeks ago. The bear-pit 
became a place where human suffering 
was recognised in its stark intensity. 
Instead of scoring points those engaged 
in the usual hostilities were still parents 
united in a common grief that proved 
stronger that any party divisions. 

Nor did the sensitivity stop there. It 
flowed out from the House of Commons 
to many millions of people and was 
accurately reflected by the press and the 
other media who knew that it was indeed 
right to do what they had been asked to 
do - and to keep their distance. 

One photo was all that was allowed. 
The other children were kept out of 
public view. Neither the service nor the 
sermon appeared on the web. Here was a 
family grieving the loss of a much-loved 
son being allowed to say their farewells in 
a quiet country churchyard with a vicar 
who stood alongside them every step of 
the way. 

As the following days unfolded so we 
learnt in a new way just how much Ivan 
meant to them. His life reminded us of 
the value of all human life. We do not 
need to be perfect - indeed we can suffer 
from the restrictions that bound his life - 
and yet be a person of enormous value. 
Ultimately, of course, that value lies in the 
fact that we are all made in the image of 
God. There are no exceptions to that 
great truth. Whatever our age, our 
gender or our intelligence; whether we 
are fit and healthy or old or infirm; we are 
all made in God’s image. It is a mark of 
what it is to behave in a truly human way 
to honour and recognise that in one 
another. 

But honouring the image does not 
mean that we have to paint life in an 
unrealistic golden glow. There was also 
the realism in the stories that Ivan had 
needed a huge amount of care - some- 
thing his parents had consistently given 
him, however hard that had been at 
times. But then came the surprise. The 
Camerons told us that they had actually 
received much more than they had 
given, that Ivan had been a net contrib- 
utor to the sum of the welfare of 

humanity. 

Or to echo 
of the 
Sermon on 
the Mount, 
it is the 
meekthat 
inherit the 
earth. 

Copyright Oxford Mail. Pic Jon Lewis 


LETTERS 


Go out and make 
disciples 

I really enjoy reading the Door and I am 
very grateful to the people who get it to 
me most months and like Mr Smith 
( January ) I do enjoy the letters. 

At 96 I am in a home and do enjoy the 
visit of the Revd Michael Westney to take 
a Holy Communion service once a month. 

To one or two of us, with a couple of 
well known hymns and easy tunes, it was 
a wonderful experience but out of 1 6 
people only two or three were acquainted 
with church, one a Baptist and the other a 
Methodist. A lady declared she would 
rather have chocolate eclairs when the 
bread and wine were being distributed 
and to many it was all a great mystery. 

Perhaps the time has come, rather than 
bothering about full churches, for those 
that are left to go out in the world and 
practise the Christian Faith. 

Kathleen Fitton, Slough 
It’s great that everyone in your home 
gets to attend a service once a month, 
and I’m ail for practising the faith - 
Editor. 


The Darwin Debate 

Professor Ward proposes that so-called 
theistic evolution, in which the variation 
that natural selection operates on is 
provided by God, is something that can 
be supported by Christians. 

A problem with this proposal is that if 
one is to make God the originator of those 
variations which lead to what we might 
consider to be evolutionary progress, then 
presumably we must also hold him 
responsible for those variations which lead 
to disease and disability. In dismissing 
what he refers to as the neo-Darwinian 
point of view, Professor Ward does away 
with the explanatory power of a set of 
theories that are accepted by most 
modern biologists and which have not 
been refuted by anything observed in 
nature nor by any experiment. 

Modern evolutionary theory explains 
how, through natural selection, 
‘accidental’ and ‘purposeless’ events can 
result in apparently ‘purposeful’ changes 
over the course of many generations. 
Professor Ward does not say why he 
thinks biologists are wrong about this, 
instead he chooses an unrefutable (and 
therefore unscientific) alternative that he 
regards as being more consistent with 
Christian Theology. 

Surely the story of the interaction 
between science and religion over the 
past five hundred years has taught us that 
theology isn’t a good tool to use for 
assessing whether a claim about the 
natural world is true or not? 

Will Stevens, Witney 


Competition winners 

Betty Course from Newport Pagnell; 
Patricia Pulford from Kidlington and 
Mrs A Armstrong from Tilehurst have all 
won a copy of l The Easter Stories' by 
Trevor Dennis. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight impaired people can now 
get a free audio version of 
The Door by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 

01 884 840285 


was common-place. We see how this 
community of love was also a communi- 
ty of healing and new life. We recognise 
the courage of the apostles, still filled 
with the vision of the risen Jesus and 
empowered by the Spirit, refusing to 
compromise their message or deny its 
power in the face of official opposition. 

In a sense, this is what Easter is all 
about. The consequences flow from the 
event. After all, before they were sent 
out by the risen Lord these same men 
were fearful and silent, meeting behind 
locked doors in the Upper Room, terri- 
fied of meeting the same fate as their 
Leader. Now they, and the other origi- 
nal disciples, men and women, joined 
by the newly baptized on the day of 
Pentecost, are truly an Easter people. 
Everything they say and do radiates new 
life. 

That post-Easter message seems 
especially appropriate in these days of 
recessionary gloom. The doors of the 
kingdom of heaven are still open. There 
is still good news to share and - yes - 
loving care and concern, too. It was said 
of those first disciples of Jesus that they 
had ‘the goodwill of all the people’. 
They saw how they lived, and could not 
deny its qualities of love and truth. 
Perhaps consequently, ‘day by day the 
Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved’ (Acts 2:47). 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evanglism, former BBC head of religious affairs , 
a broadcaster and author of many books including 
Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 2008), The Bible 
Made Clear and Espresso Prayers ( both Lion 
Hudson 2008). His book. Seasons of the Son 
( Canterbury Press ) includes reflections on the 
various festivals and holy days of the Christian year. 


Adviser for the Deanery of Abingdon. 

Revd Sabina Alkire, St Mary and St 
John, Cowley has general licence to 
officiate within the diocese. Revd Ray 
Nichols, has been given permission to 
officiate. Revd Mieke Gaynor, from 
Hambledon Valley will take up post of 
Associate Priest/Pastoral Missioner in the 
Diocese of Southwell. Revd Kevin Ashby, 
Rector of Buckingham, will take up post as 
Team Rector in the Diocese of Leicester. 
Revd Penny Joyce, Associate Clergy at 
Cogges & South Leigh will resign from her 
post from 30 April 2009. Revd Ian Blyth, 
PTO House for Duty for West Woodhay 
with Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen 
and Combe, has retired. We recall, with 
sadness, the passing of Revd George 
Thompson, PTO (non-parochial minister) 
from the Dorchester area. 


Dropzone challenge 

Adrenaline-junkies wanting to jump 
out of a plane at 13,500ft and experi- 
ence freefall at 1 20 mph are invited to 
Skydive for Parents and Children 
Together, (PACT). 

The charity, in partnership with Sky- 
dive Zone is offering tandem parachute 
jumps at dropzones around the UK.To 
take part participants will need to raise a 
minimum sponsorship of £390 which 
includes the deposit and the cost of the 
jump on the day. 

For a free information CD email your 
name and address to jump@skydive- 
zone.co.uk, stating that you wish to sky- 
dive for PACT. 
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Politicians urged to get 
serious’ on climate change 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

‘There’s that feeling of frus- 
trated impotence that some- 
thing so important is being 
carelessly thrown away. We need 
to keep up the political pres- 
sure, which is why I’m focusing 
on the Copenhagen meeting.’ 

Last month Bishop John 
helped launch Tearfund’s 
Carbon Fast campaign, which 
offered simple ways of cutting 
carbon emissions during the 40 
days of Lent. Actions included 
switching electrical appliances 
off standby, reducing waste, 
installing draft excluders and 
car sharing. 

Bishop John said: ‘The impact 
of our changing climate can 
sometimes feel too big and too 
complicated to deal with. But 
we can all do our bit to help. 
I’m feeling the pinch in think- 
ing about overseas travel, 
because holidays are so impor- 
tant.’ 

In a draft letter to the Prime 
Minister, Anglican environmen- 
tal advisers have called for a 
reduction of the world’s C02 
emissions at the same time as 
dealing with a crisis in our debt 
based economies. It states: ‘This 
is an opportunity for human 
society to build a new kind of 
low carbon economy which is 
more fulfilling, more sustain- 


ONLINE 


able and more equitable.’ 

It called for emissions to be 
reduced so that global warming 
is limited to less than two 
degrees Celsius as well as tack- 
ling poverty and inequality by 
helping developing countries to 
grow economies that are not 
dependant on carbon fuels. 

The letter states: 
‘Internationally we believe the 
EU should invest the financial 
equivalent of an additional 15 
per cent emission reductions 
in developing countries by 
2020 to assist them to decar- 
bonise their economies and 
adapt to climate change 
impacts.’ 

Finally it states Copenhagen 
should: ‘identify community 

based action including those of 
church congregations and 
other faith based groups as a 
powerful tool for mitigation 
and adaptation measures and 
provide mechanisms for such 
action in developed and devel- 
oping countries.’ 

As this edition of the Door was 
going to press a free bus was 
leaving Oxford for Coventry for 
a Climate Change Day of 
Action. 

The event was a jointly 
arranged by Christian Aid, 
CAFOD, the World 
Development Movement and 

Stop Climate Chaos. 

^ 


To find out how to campaign against climate change see 

www.carbontrust.co.uk or www.directgov.co.uk 


Recession sparks careful financial planning 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

The detailed work will take 
place over the next few months, 
in time for the budget to be 
finalized in November. 

‘This gives us ample opportu- 
nity to see how the national 
economy shapes and how our 
congregations are faring,’ said 
Mr Newey. 

‘For all of us it will be a time 


for thinking what we really value 
in our life and Christian calling, 
and what sort of future we want 
for our Church in all its aspects,’ 
he said. 

‘I’m sure we all realise how 
much is at stake, and want to 
find the right way through 
these hard times, to what lies 
beyond.’ 


ONLINE 


To read Brian Newey’s report in full visit: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/finance and click on Synod Reports 


Green inter- faith conference 


PEOPLE with different spiritual 
beliefs will be getting together 
in Reading on 4 April for a 
Greening Faiths environmental 
conference. 

Revd Professor Ian James, 
diocesan environmental adviser, 
will be at the event which will 
look at how faith communities 
can work together to address the 
green issues. He will be joined by 
leading environmentalists from 
Sikh, Hindu and Muslim back- 
grounds. The ‘Greening Faiths’ 
conference is being organised by 


Reading Faith Forum and will 
take place at The Warehouse, 
Cumberland Road, Reading 
from 9.30am. Entrance is free to 
anyone from a Reading-based 
community group. 

Forum Secretary, the Revd 
Nigel Hardcastle, said: ‘God 
made the world and cares about 
the world. What we do to it must 
break his heart. ’Ephesians 

To book your place, please 
contact Jan Hearn at Stronger 
Together on 0118 958 4849, 
jan@volaction.demon.co.uk. 


Sleepout raises £5K for street kids 


TEENAGERS in Furze Platt, 
Maidenhead, raised £5,000 
when they spent a night sleep- 
ing in cardboard boxes. 

The 47 youngsters from St 
Peter’s Church youth groups 
raised £5,000 for the charity 
Street Kids Direct through the 
sleep out and a sponsored 
famine. Street Kids Direct pro- 
vides support for street children 
in Central America, many of 
whom sleep out on the street 
every night with just pieces of 
card to cover them. 

Children’s worker at St 


Peter’s, Margaret Hyde, said: 
‘We had a live Skype link up 
with the two children’s homes 
the money will go to. That made 
a real impression on the young 
people who took part.’ 

The next morning the youth 
group was out and about bright 
and early for a fund raising car 
wash in the church yard. ‘They 
weren’t terribly grumpy the next 
day, even though they had very 
little sleep,’ added Mrs Hyde. 

A similar event was held last 
year, which raised £4,000 for the 
same charity. 


The pilgrims’ bus pass(es) 



From left to right - Pat Moore, Ds Pettifer, Colin Cockshaw, Joyce Cawley, Ken 

Goatley, Gina Hadfield, Maggie McHattie and Susan Barden. The 9th pilgrim 
(not pictured) is Churchwarden, Rennie Buxton. 


A GROUP from St Edburg’s 
Bicester are about to embark on 
a bus pass pilgrimage from 
Canterbury Cathedral to York 
Minster to raise funds to renew 
their church. 

The pilgrimage, which starts 
on April 20, is part of a series of 
activities to raise £lm to renew 
the 900-year-old, grade-one list- 
ed building. En-route they will 
be stopping in towns and cities 
where local churchgoers are 
being asked to put them up for 
the night. 

They will be sent on their way 
by the Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, the Ven Sheila 
Watson. They will travel to St 
Albans, Bedford and 
Nottingham, using more than 


20 different buses, before arriv- 
ing in York on Thursday 23 
April. 

Colin Cockshaw, lay minister, 
is organising the pilgrimage. 

He said: ‘Our route plan 
involves changing buses up to 
nine times in a day, so I really 
do hope they all arrive on 
time!’ 

He said the trip will be about 
sustaining the sacred centre as 
the group will recognise God’s 
presence with them on the 
journey. A blog has been set up 
and will be updated daily. 


ONLINE 


To read the blog or make a 
donation visit: 

www.stedburgschurch.org 


IN BRIEF 


Clergy shine shoes 

THE clergy at Oxford’s City 
Church will be offering a free 
shoe shine to passers-by on 
their way to work on Thursday 
9th. 

Maundy Thursday is the day 
when Jesus washed his disci- 
ples’ feet and the Revd Hugh 
Lee, Rector of the City Church, 
St Michael at the Northgate, 
said: ‘Cleaning folks’ shoes is 
a modern equivalent of washing 
their feet, so we are going to 
act out our commitment to 
serve others by offering a free 
shoe shine to everybody on 
their way to work on Maundy 
Thursday.’ Clergy will be setting 
up their shoe shine stations at 
8am. 


Any brew? 

MORE than 100 parishes, 
schools and Mothers’ Union 
groups around the diocese ran 
‘Big Brew’ events during Fair 
Trade Fortnight. 

At St Mary’s, Purley-on- 
Thames, around 60 people 
attended a special Saturday 
morning event called ‘Any Brew 
Will Do’, described by its 
organisers as ‘a coffee morning 
with a difference’. ‘It was a 
chance to celebrate the end of 
Fairtrade fortnight and heighten 
everyone’s awareness of the 
variety of Fairtrade drinks avail- 
able,’ said Pam Slingsby. ‘Par- 
ticularly popular was the ‘Make 
Your Own Fruit ‘n’ Choc Kebab’ 
table,’ she said. ‘And if that 
wasn’t enough, our exciting 
cafe tempted people into eating 
gooey home-made Fairtrade 
cakes and cookies.’ 

The event included perform- 
ances by the Purley 
Puppets.‘Big Brew’ refresh- 
ments were also served at 
Diocesan Synod on Saturday 7 
March. 

At Deddington CE Primary 
School, children served fair 
trade cakes and teas to par- 
ents. Some churches, including 
Christ the Cornerstone in Mil- 
ton Keynes, supported the Fair- 
trade Foundation’s ‘Go 
Bananas’ campaign, which 
mobilized over 400,000 people 
to eat Fairtrade bananas during 
a 24 hour period. 

Free DVDs on 
church care 

THANKS to a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, a new 
DVD is available to help volun- 
teers take care of their historic 
places of worship. 

The DVD is part of the Faith 
in Maintenance (FiM) project, 
which is run by the Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Build- 
ings. For more information, 
phone 020 7377 1 644 or see 
www.spab.org.uk. 
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A special appeal on behalf 
of homeless young people 


Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint? 

Your gift of £12 a month - just 40p a day - will help 
a homeless young person get off the streets for good 


key to 

independence 


sponsor 
a room 


^centre^ 
.point. 


give homeless 
young people 
a future 




m 






.. 


Centrepoint is the national 
charity dedicated to transforming 
the lives of homeless young 
people. Today, we are searching 
for individuals who share our 
belief that these young men and 
women should not be ‘written- 
off’ by society but instead 
deserve care, support and a 
second chance. 

Will you sponsor a Centrepoint 
room today and see how your 
gifts offer a young person a 
safe home and the support and 
training they need to make a 
new start? 

A life on the streets can mean 
death on the streets 

Over half the young people we 
see have slept rough, placing 
them in great danger. In some 
cases, it takes just hours for them 
to be approached by drug dealers 
and pimps. Young people we 
work with have seen their friends 
beaten, raped, murdered and die 
of overdoses. 

Young people don’t choose this 
life. Instead, they find themselves 
homeless having fled sexual 
abuse, violence and family 
breakdown. They would rather 
face danger on the streets than 
more pain at home. 

We believe that these young 
people deserve compassion and 
support. Yet they experience 


constant hardship, prejudice and 
abuse. Under these conditions, 
their health, self-respect and 
hopes for the future can be 
quickly destroyed. 

£12 a month gives a vulnerable 
young person a safe room to 
stay in and vital support to 
rebuild their life 

By sponsoring a Centrepoint 
room, you’ll help offer successive 
residents a safe home and the 
support they need to go to 
college, find a job and stay off 
the streets for good. 

HELP NOW 
Call 0800 23 23 20 

Many of the young people we 
see have been through horrific 
ordeals - and desperately need 
intensive counselling. As a 
sponsor, you’ll enable us to help 
young men and women come to 
terms with their experiences. 

On a more basic level, you’ll 
ensure they learn the kind 
of skills many of us take for 
granted, like how to budget, pay 
bills and cook. 

Become a sponsor and see 
exactly how your gifts change a 
young person’s life 

By sponsoring a room with 
Centrepoint, you’ll ensure 
that vulnerable young people 


Could you^ 
change * 
someone’s 
life? 








Right now, a homeless young person desperately needs a safe place to stay. 
Will you sponsor a room at Centrepoint for them? 


To protect the privacy of those we help, a model has been used for the photograph. 

get the chances in life they 
deserve. But you don’t have to 
take our word for it. When you 
become a sponsor, you’ll receive 
twice-yearly updates on the 
young person in your room - 
showing you the difference your 
sponsorship is making. 

Young people urgently need 
your support. Will you sponsor 
a room at Centrepoint? 

Together, we can give homeless 
young people the opportunity 
to get back on their feet. But 
we cannot fund this vital work 
without your support today. So 
please, fill in the form below. 

Call 0800 23 23 20, or 
visit www.centrepoint. 
org.uk/door 


Your questions answered 


Thank you in advance 
for your help. 




Visit www.centrepoint.org.uk/door or call 0800 23 23 20 


Will you sponsor a Centrepoint room and give a homeless young person a better life? 


] 1 wish to sponsor a room at £12 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor two rooms at £24 a month 

□ I wish to sponsor rooms at £ a month 


Please collect my payment on the lst/15th of every month 
(please circle preferred date) 


Full Name 
Address 


Postcode 


Instruction to your Bank or Building 
Society to pay by Direct Debit 


© 


DIRECT 

Debit 


To The Manager: 


Originators Identification No. 


jOGDGlHIaIII] 


Name and full address of your Bank or Building Society: 


Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 


.Postcode 


Bank Sort Code: 

Account Number: 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society: Please pay Centrepoint Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this Instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct 
Debit Guarantee. 1 understand that this instruction may remain with Centrepoint and, if 
so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature (s). 


Date 


Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account 


Telephone 

□ Please tick this box and complete your details if you would like to receive email 
communications from Centrepoint 

Email 

In accordance with the 1998 Data protection Act, we hold your details to provide you 
with updates and appeals. If you do not wish to receive these please contact Centrepoint 


Under the Government’s Gift Aid 
scheme, all donations made by UK 
tax payers are worth almost a third more. 

□ I am a UK tax payer and would like Centrepoint to claim back the tax on all 
donations 1 have made for the six years prior to this year, and all donations 1 make 
from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I understand that I 
must have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax at least equal to the 
tax you reclaim on my donations (at least 28p for each £1 donated). 





our 


, • r , \ 

website to find out the latest 
news at www.centrepoint.org.uk/ 
room-snonsor 


Date 


/ 


Please return this form to: 

FREEPOST RLYE-JKGB-AUAE, Centrepoint, 
Central House, 25 Camperdown Street, 
London El 8DZ. Thank you 

Registered Charity No 292411 RAP08ZN 


centre 

point 


f x 


room-sponsor 

• Help from a dedicated 
Centrepoint Room Sponsorship 
Coordinator: on hand to 


♦ f 

answer your questions and 
correspondence. 


Your regular gift i mil be used to assist young people in sponsored 
nxnrts and for the general purposes of Centrepoint - working with 
homeless and socially excluded young people 
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Hair today, gone tomorrow 


WHEN theologian, the Revd Professor 
Mark Chapman said he would shave off 
his distinctive beard if his ordinands 
could raise a £1000 for charity, he 
thought his facial hair was completely 
safe. 

But students, past and present, along 
with staff at Ripon College Cuddesdon, 
raised over £1,000 for Comic Relief in 
just three weeks to watch him remove the 
beard. On Friday March 13th (Red Nose 
Day) Mark, the college’s vice-principal 
shaved it all off in the common room. A 
50 strong crowd of future vicars along 
with their teachers and college staff, who 
donated to the Mark’s Beard OBE (off by 
Easter) campaign, watched the event. 


Mr Chapman, 48, who hasn’t shaved 
for 22 years, said: ‘I can’t remember what 
I looked like before the beard. My wife 
only knew me for a few weeks before I 
grew it, my two sons had never seen me 
without it, neither had my students or 
colleagues at Cuddesdon. Nobody will 
recognise me. I keep looking at myself, 
thinking it’s someone else. I know it will 
grow back, but for now I am enjoying 
looking ten years younger and not being 
recognised - even by my mother in law.’ 
‘We raised 1000 pounds for Comic 
Relief and over 400 pounds for CMS, so 
it was really worth it. ’ My thanks to every- 
one who gave so generously.’ 


Creative scheme links Eton 
with church schools 


PUPILS at St Mary’s School, Datchet, 
created four new stained glass windows 
as part of a partnership project between 
Eton College and the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

The windows, based on the four ele- 
ments, earth, water, fire and air, now take 
pride of place in the school dining room. 
The elements are relevant to the school 
as its four houses are named after them. 

The scheme started with an artist, a 
writer and a historian visiting St Mary’s to 
carry out creative work with years four 
and five (children aged eight to 10). It 
culminated in a dance, music and poetry 
performance in a presentation event at 
the prestigious Eton College, where 
Princes William and Harry were educat- 
ed. 

Head teacher, Jean Pinkerton, said: ‘It 
was such a successful project, we couldn’t 
believe it. The artists from Eton oversaw 
the work as the children created the 
designs and did all the welding. ’ 

Sarah Worthington, a well-known 
stained-glass windows artist, supervised 
the project. 

Invitations to the final ceremony, for 


parents and some key figures from the 
borough, were produced in the form of 
bookmarks, printed with images of 
stained glass windows. 

‘It was funded by Eton and the people 
who came to do it had such a rapport 
with the children,’ said Mrs Pinkerton. 

‘It was great because although Eton 
College is nearby, the children had never 
visited it. It was wonderful. I would rec- 
ommend it to any school.’ 

She said that more than 60 children 
took part. 

‘We have got some fantastic folders 
with all the work the children created, all 
the poems, all based around their partic- 
ular house,’ she said. 

‘It was great for them to work in house 
groups, rather than the usual ability 
groups, to do real, curriculum work. 

‘The project lasted six to eight weeks 
and it was amazing what they produced 
in that time.’ 

Other church schools that have partic- 
ipated in the ‘Organ works Eton’ project 
include All Saints Junior and St Luke’s 
Primary, both in Maidenhead, and New 
Christ Church Primary in Reading. 




IN BRIEF 


Old undies change lives 

THE women of All Saints, Downshire 
Square in Reading, are being asked to 
help change lives in the developing world 
by donating their unwanted bras. 

ie worldwide women’s organisation, 
>roptimist International, is collecting bras 
lich are sold on to markets in West 
Africa where affordable bras are in short 
supply. The money raised will provide 
practical support to severely deprived 
communities in Sierra Leone and India. 

A red drum will be placed at the back of 
All Saints to serve as a bra bank. 


a takes to the streets 




ford based charity has helped 
Bolivian street children in the last six 
>nths- and is now aiming to reach a fur- 
ther 27,000 children in Bolivia, Peru and 
iuatemala over the next five years. 

Viva Network is involved in a piont 
ing inter-denominational project in 
Cochabamba called ‘early encounters’ 
which aims to reach children before 
are entrenched in the street community. 

Local scouts are trained to spot chil- 
dren who are new to the streets 


to repeat the success 






1111 


REM 





Stained Glass Studio 


STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 

By appointment only 


New and Used Cars to your doon 


For Churches, Church members & Charities 
Free delivery to your door (in the UK) 
1,000s of used cars to choose from 
Big discounts on new cars 
Part exchange 
on any car 



Cars from only £1995 


rwr 



rtorp 

Slutomotibr 


Telephone: 0114 255 9696 

Email: sales@prioryautomotive.co.uk 

www.prioryautomotlve.con) 



Scrfipture 

Hinion 



available: 

C*U W A m 


to# 

this 


resources 


caster 




Exciting Bible - based resources for children's. youth all ago mffHSf 


free Light 

tidor booklet 


UUMlUVe Ught activities now available oalim, 
w Register fRtf at www.ItghtHv* , n»-g 
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FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 


AVAILABLE 

ATIONAL 
* .WIT 

Specialists 


Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 


Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 


Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 


Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfrurts.co.uk 


NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BIOGFtAPHY/MEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY, SPIRITUALSELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 


As Good As New 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

Call for quote 01189 417010 
www.readingcarpetcleaning.co.uk 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 


Registered with BACP 81 UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Bfe. 

Rsii 

LOSELEY PARK 

* xtattly hom« for all occasion* *2 


Steeped in history, visited by royalty and the 
More-Molyneux family home for over 500 years 

“An amazing treasure of a house, a quiet 
uncommercial treat” 

• Coffees • Lunches • Teas 

• Gift Shop • Easy parking 

GROUP VISITS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT: 
May - September 

Tel: 01483-405112: www.loseley-park.com. 
groups @ loseleypark .co .uk 

Loseley Park is also available for 
corporate and private functions. 


Keble College Chapel Oxford 



The Twenty-fourth Eric Symes Abbott 
Memorial Lecture 

Religious and Scientific Faith: The Case of 
Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species 

The Reverend Professor Alister McGrath 
Professor of Theology, Education and 
Ministry 

King’s College London 

Friday 15 May 2009 
5:30 pm 

Reception afterwards in ARCO 

Admission free 
All are welcome! 


Spotlight on... 


SPIRITUALITY § | 

‘Be still and know that I am God.’ 


(Psalm 46, vs 10) 



Latimer Park is pictured. Inset: The Revd Joanna Gallant and husband Nick. Pic Andrew Cansdale 


CHALLENGED and excited by Bishop 
John’s diocesan vision of ‘Sustaining the 
Sacred Centre’, the Revd Joanna Gallant 
and her husband Nick have been 
inspired to set up Pelagos - a new 
Christian spirituality and training centre. 

Mrs Gallant, an associate priest at St 
Peter and St Paul, Great Missenden and 
Nick, a former youth worker, are setting 
up the centre at Latimer Park, Chesham. 

Mrs Galllant said: ‘I believe that 
Pelagos is a God-given and timely 
response to Bishop John’s vision as well 
as our own for all people to become 
more fully who God created them to be.’ 

The centre is set to open in the sum- 
mer and a full programme of events is 
due to be rolled out in the autumn. 

Pelagos means the open sea extending 
the invitation of Jesus to ‘put out into the 
deep’ through four key areas: retreat, 
nurture, teaching and mission. 

The Pelagos programme includes 
quiet days, Christian meditation, 
labyrinths, spiritual direction, supervi- 
sion, counselling, Ignatian exercises, 
Biblical studies and a range of workshops 
and seminars run by eminent tutors and 
staff. Ignation exercises are a spiritual 
discipline which involves using the imag- 
ination to explore Biblical stories. 

The Pelagos concerns are, firsdy, the 
recognition that people inside and out- 
side the Church are struggling with 
workaholism, addictions, relationship 
breakdowns and stress. 

One of the most neglected of God’s 
commandments is: ‘Remember the 

Sabbath and keep it holy.’ Secondly, 
there are countless pastoral assistants, lay 
ministers and clergy who would benefit 


from being actively supported in their 
lives and ministries. 

Thirdly, there is no local centre for 
churches to train and equip members. 
Finally, Religious Studies students have 
nowhere locally to engage with and learn 
about Christian spirituality, community 
and lifestyle. 

Pelagos aims to glorify God, serve our 
neighbours and enable all people to 
become more fully who God created 
them to be, helping people to model 
Jesus-yoked rather than world-yoked 
lives. 

Pelagos will offer an environment for 
space and rest and to be in God’s pres- 
ence. The centre will be a local diocesan 
resource for churches, schools, business- 


es and the wider community. 

Latimer Park is a former farm in the 
Chess Valey. 

The site is owned by Christian busi- 
nessman Gary Grant and home to his 
charity, Restore Hope Latimer. 

Mr and Mrs Gallant have been offered 
a small cottage to rent, which will pro- 
vide and office, a meeting room and a 
courtyard garden. 

Pelagos still requires funds for rent at 
Latimer Park, and trustees, specifically a 
treasurer and secretary. 

For more information, to join the 
team or make a donation please contact 
info@pelagos.co.uk. 


StillPoint ‘centre without a centre’ 


By Jo Duckies 

THOUGHT provoking and challenging 
are the best words to describe the 
launch night of StillPoint. 

StillPoint is a new centre that exists to 
encourage Christian spirituality, explor- 
ing Christianity as an Eastern religion as 
well as exploring the contemplative and 
mystical streams of the faith. While it is 
a centre with no physical centre (it does 
not have its own building), StillPoint 
holds regular meditation events and is 
planning several conferences. 

It aims to serve people who may be 
searching spiritually but would not pre- 
viously have considered the Christian 
path, and for Christians who are looking 
for ways to deepen their journey. 

It has been launched by The Revd Ian 
Adams, of mayBE and the Revd Matt 
Rees, of hOME, both Fresh Expressions 
communties based in Oxford. Jamie 
Catto, of 1 Giant Leap fame, and Bishop 
of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, 
were the special guests at the event. 

1 Giant Leap is a concept band and 
media project. Jamie, along with his co- 
member, Duncan Bridgeman, has trav- 
elled the world with a video camera, 
recording images and music and inter- 


viewing people. Jamie was a founder 
member of the well known band 
Faithless and wrote the 90s dance tune 
God is a DJ. 

Images of spirituality and music from 
across the globe were played over the 
big screen, interspersed with question 
and answer sessions between Matt, Ian 
and Jamie who told the audience: ‘If you 
go to India, no one would ask ‘Do you 
believe in God?’ They wouldn’t under- 
stand the question.’ 

Matt asked Jamie why Christianity is 
often the last place people who are 
searching for spirituality look to scratch 
their itch. Jamie answered: ‘A lot of the 
people who have been touting 
Christianity for 2000 years have not 
been driven by love. People rebel 
against hypocrisy.’ 

When talking about the problems 
westerners face when it comes to silence 
and meditation, Jamie said: ‘We are all 
addicts. Everyone is addicted to the next 
email, the next television programme. 
We hunger for those distractions. My 
child is at a Quaker school where they 
are trying to educate children that still- 
ness is okay.’ 

Bishop John said: ‘The film was amaz- 
ing, extraordinary, full of great music 


and images. There were a whole load of 
images that wonderfully demonstrated 
what we can do with film. By entertain- 
ing ourselves to death we reduce so 
much visual imagery to entertainment. 

‘This film was filled with really 
thought provoking stuff and I would 
love to have conversations with some of 
the people who were in it. ’ 

He described Jamie’s description of 
some Christian preachers as hypocrites 
as a ‘tragedy’. ‘I have found the 
Christian experience liberating and 
freedom giving. 

‘What I have been impressed by is the 
way StillPoint is thoroughly contempo- 
rary but also thoroughly rooted in 
ancient traditions. I am all for sustaining 
the sacred centre.’ 

StillPoint runs a meditation class ever) 
Monday night at the Magic Cafe 
Magdalen Road, east Oxford, 7.50pm foi 
8pm. A Stations of the Cross an 
exhibition is set to take place at The Jan 
Factory, Oxford OX1 1HU, from April S 
to 16. 


ONLINE 


To find out more visit 

www.thestillpoint.org.uk 
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Schools forge international friendship 


T HE friendship between two pri- 
mary schools had a boost last 
month when teachers from a 
church school in Oxfordshire visited their 
partner school in South Africa, writes 
Sarah Meyrick. 

Five teachers from Deddington C of E 
Primary School visited the Thelesho 
Primary School near Mafikeng, close to 
the border with Botswana. 

The partnership grew from a link 
between the parish church in 
Deddington and the Church of the 
Resurrection in Tsogo in the diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman. The church 
supports a project to help children 
affected by HIV/AIDS, which the teach- 
ers also visited. 

‘We’ve had an adventure, the biggest 
adventure of my life,’ headteacher 
Judith Tinsley told her pupils in a spe- 
cial assembly back in Deddington. ‘What 
we have seen and done has been amaz- 


ing. At times we felt like crying because 
we saw some very sad things. There were 
other times when we laughed. It’s been a 
real mixture of emotions.’ 

Thelesho Primary School, which calls 
itself ‘an HIV/AIDS friendly school’, is 
in a remote, rural area down a dirt track. 
Many pupils walk up to 10km to school 
and back. There is no running water, so 
pupils have to bring their own. They 
have some computers, but no internet 
access. 

Every class in the 204-pupil 
Deddington school sent a book about its 
pupils’ lives, and gifts such as pencils 
and pens. Mrs Tinsley said the African 
children were particularly intrigued by 
pictures of the February snowfall. The 
teachers used the visit to observe the 
Thelesho school in action, understand 
more about the African education sys- 
tem, and how the staff worked with limit- 
ed resources. 


In May 2010, Thelesho staff will visit 
Deddington to continue the exchange of 
ideas as teaching professionals. 

Mrs Tinsley said the link was very 
important to both schools. ‘As a church 
school, it’s important for our children to 
know something about a very different 


life,’ she said. ‘We make sure they under- 
stand how much the African children 
value their education.’ 

During the assembly Mrs Tinsley gave 
her classes carved animals, telling them: 
‘These are to help us to remember our 
brothers and sisters in Africa.’ 


On what to tell the children . . . 


THE evolution versus creationism debate rumbles on as does 
the debate over what should be taught in UK schools. So 
how can parents, teachers and clergy respond? The Revd 
John Dane shares his experiences. 





sn’t it a shame that once you go to secondary school and learn about science that 
you can’t believe in God anymore? These were the opening words in our spirituali- 
ty discussion at the Boy’s Brigade group that I help run. 

I had been with these children through several years of primary school and talked 
with them formally and informally about God, faith and belief and what it means to 
be a Christian. It was all about to fall apart after a couple of weeks of secondary 

i i J 

i i 

school. 

The first thing that we needed to do to deal with this was talk about the historicity 
of Christ; that he really lived and walked about in places some of these children had 
travelled to. The second was to be rigorous in asking questions of scientists who 
often make claims about God that do not hold up using their own scientific disci- 

A O 

plme. 

We often assume that if a scientist says something it must be true and factual but 
when Professor Blakemore says on national television: ‘I think that one day science 
will give us the gene that makes the brain have this need for religious belief, a reply 
of ‘I don’t think so’ is just as justifiable as his remark. 



We need to ask of science: ‘What was before the Big Bang?’ 

o o 

Darwin made some huge advances in our understanding of our natural world but 
what would he have made of the confounding new discipline of quantum physics? 

No scientist has yet been able to explain what happens to the old rules of physics 
(that hold Dawkins’ argument together) when we get down to the level of sub atom- 
ic particles where an electron or a photon can be in two places at the same time! 

We need to ask the question ‘does it take more faith to believe in God or 
Dawkins’s theory when we know that the chance of the universe supporting human 
life is, according to Robin Collins, precise to the precision of one part in a hundred 
million trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion trillion?’ 

And we need to challenge Dawkins’ apparent ignorance of the human condition 
when he argues that religion is the cause of much of the pain and suffering in the 
world when anyone who has studied a litde human psychology sees that it is the 
nature of humans to be violent and to fight over lands, property or prestige and 
then try to justify wars by using religion. 

Above all we have to resource and encourage our children to ask the big questions 
and not be intimidated by opinions dressed up as science. 

John Dane is curate at Deddington with Barford, Clifton and Hempton, north 

Oxfordshire. 

For help discussing science and religion with children, see the hooks of Russell 
Stannard, Professor Emeritus of Physics at the Open University. 

His publications include: The God Experiment: Can Science Prove the Existence of 
God ? (1999); God for the 21st Century (2000); and Here 1 am! (1993). 















■■ 






THE finals of the Prayerbook Society’s annual Cranmer Awards were nail biting. Here in a double Youth View James, 1 5 and 
Amelia, 1 2, who both won awards while representing the Oxford Diocese describe their experiences. 


I was invited by my school to take part 
in the Cranmer Awards. My brother 
had taken part several years ago so I 
was thrilled to have this opportunity. 

Choosing an appropriate passage was 
not easy but I decided on the Collect, 
Episde and Gospel for the First Sunday 
in Advent. Advent marks the beginning 
of the Christian year. It is a time to pre- 
pare for the remembrance of the birth of 
Jesus and celebrate light in the midst of 
darkness. I got through to the finals and 
then realised I had the daunting task of 
memorising the passage. I began learn- 
ing it over Christmas and ended up say- 
ing it every day, as the finals were 
approaching. 

Charterhouse was an inspiring place 
for the finals and the Tudor buildings 
were magnificent. I felt nervous as I 
arrived but I met Lord Douglas Hurd 
who immediately put me at my ease. As I 
was representing his diocese, he gave me 
his support during the competition. I felt 
very privileged. 



After lunch we gathered in the Chapel 
for the prize giving. It was wonderful to 
win second place. The language of the 
Prayer Book is sensitive. 

The texts are classic, and to speak 
them is an uplifting experience. 

Amelia, 12, lives in Streatley and is a pupil at St 
Andrew’s School, Pangboume. 


W hen I was asked by my R.S teacher 
if I wanted to do the Cranmer 
Awards, I spontaneously felt the 
skin around my arms tensing. 

Why on earth would I want to read 
something out loud from the Book of 
Common Prayer? 

Before my conscience had reclaimed 
itself, my eyes were fixed on three stern 
judges in front of me and my voice 
expanding into the depths of our school 
chapel. 

The next thing I know, the words First 
Place and James Yan become conjoined 
into one sentence, a cheque for £50 is 
being scrawled out and I’m off to 
Charterhouse in London for the National 
Finals. 

The Finals were nail biting, especially 
as I was the first to speak. Surprisingly I 
felt calm and serene standing on that 
podium with strange faces looking 
towards me. 

Perhaps it was because the words of 
The First Sunday of Advent were so beau- 



ames proudly holds up the Prayerbook 


tiful, I needn’t have worried about any- 
thing else. 

I chose this passage because it really 
demonstrates the importance of morality 
in the eyes of Jesus. 

As we settled down for prize giving I 
felt a sense of completion and under- 
standing; that these awards are some- 
thing humble and valuable in our mod- 
ern society. 

James, 15, is a pupil at Abingdon School. 
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Help out today: 

Call 0845 07 06 006 quoting ’YM09DADV ' 

Shop online: www.scriptureunion.org.uk/itsyourmove 
Or visit your local Christian bookstore 
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CHURCH CHALLENGED 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS on, 
the motive and mission for 
Europe’s largest Christian 
exhibition stays the same. 

"Since the event's inception 
a quarter of a century ago, 
there have been changes in 
the style and content of the 
Christian Resources 
Exhibition (CRE),' said event 
director Steve Briars. 'Our 
mission remains the same, 
though - a unique event 
offering hundreds, possibly 
thousands of ideas and 
resources to help churches 
at every level. 

CRE runs fromTue 12- Fri 
15 May at Sandown Park, 
Esher, Surrey. 

More than 12,000 visitors 
are expected at the four-day 
event. Some 300 exhibitors 
will spread out over all three 
floors of the venue. Over 
1 ,000 organisations will 
showcase everything from 
leadership training and cler- 
gy clothing to musical instru- 
ments, sound systems and 
financial services. 

'All pre-registered visitors will 
receive a free copy of the 
book Once an Addict by 
Barry Woodward and we are 
delighted that Richmond 
Christian Holidays are offer- 
ing £1 600-worth of holiday 
vouchers to four CRE pre- 
registered visitors,' said 
Steve Briars. 'Each will 
receive a £400 holiday 
voucher through a prize 
draw taking place each day.' 


Advance tickets can be booked by visiting www.creonline.co.uk. For a group booking form 
(five or more) phone CRE on 01793 418218. 



Tuesday 12 - Friday 15 May 2009 

Sandown Park, Esher, Surrey 

www.ci’eonline.eo.uk 


Advertorial 


Celebrating more than 
60 Years of Mission 

ONCE AGAIN, MOORLANDS would like to express its’ gratitude to the many partners in 
ministry, who make it possible for Moorlands to send out teams of students every Spring on 
mission. This year Belfast, France, Southampton and Dorchester are just a few of the places 
that will receive our enthusiastic students. The college has been going on mission every year 
since it was founded in 1948. For over sixty years, mission week has served as a valuable source 
of inspiration for both students and their host churches. It keeps everyone’s feet firmly on the 
ground, and as the College mission statement says, ‘‘...equips people passionate about Jesus 


Christ, to impact both church and the world”! 



MOORLANDS 


Christian Theology & Training 

For more information about 
Moorlands Courses and 
Open Days visit our website 

www.moorlands.ac.uk 

Moorlands College, Sopley, 
Christchurch. BH23 7 AT 
Tel: 01425 675000 

e-mail: enquiries(<7 moorlands.ac.uk 


Leading The Way 

MOORLAND’S PRINCIPAL Dr Steve 
Brady will be speaking at a variety of 
interesting events this year, including 
speaking to 400 Medics, 500 Scots at a Men’s 
Only Conference, and other venues including 
Cardiff and Oxford. Director of Leadership 
training Ian Coffey will be flying to Japan for 
a series of meetings for the ‘ Keswick 
Convention!’ Being a leader means diaries are 
constantly full, and life is never dull! Yet, 
Church leaders from around the country 
found the time to gather together at 
Moorlands for the annual Leaders Day 
conference. A record number of eighty guests 
were invited this year, due to the highest 
intake of students in recent history! The 
guests shared their leadership experiences, 
and formal discussions emphasised the 
importance of maintaining strong 
relationships between college, students and 
their home church leaders. The college 
continues to influence and impact the Dorset 
region of churches and beyond, as students 
graduate to become leaders themselves. 


‘Children Matter’ at 
Moorlands 


2009 IS THE YEAR OF THE CHILD and to 
mark the occasion, Moorlands will be hosting a 
‘Children Matter’ one-day event, in partnership 
with the Anglican Diocese of Winchester in 
November, where the Rt Revd Paul Butler, the 
Bishop of Southampton, will be the main 
speaker. The main theme will be the need for 




skilled and trained children’s workers. 
Moorlands’ new Children & Schools Work 
Students are already experiencing the benefits 
of their training. Although from very different 
backgrounds, they have one thing in common: 
a passionate desire to meet children where 
‘they’re at’, in order to bring them the Gospel 
in a relevant and effective way. Our students’ 
special interests range from teaching children 
with special needs to building relationships 
with ‘un-churched’ children and youth. They’ve 
already had opportunities to teach in local 
school assemblies and work with church-based 
youth and sports clubs, alongside their 
academic studies. 

Colin Bennett, Deputy Principal and course 
leader, comments. “I’m sure they will be really 
valuable assets to those ever-growing number 
of churches and Christian organisations that 
are seeking trained specialists in this field of 
ministry.” 


31 Students in 8 Countries 

THIS JANUARY AND FEBRUARY saw England, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malawi, Scotland, 
Uganda and Zimbabwe visited by third year Moorlands’ students as part of their five-week 
Block Placement. They were involved in activities, ranging from writing discipleship 
programmes for multicultural children in London, working with Eating Disorder Associations, 
shadowing pastors, working with schools and social services around the country, evangelising in 
Scotland, children’s work in Uganda, teaching leaders and visiting orphanages in India, caring 
for the under-privileged in Zimbabwe to teaching English in Indonesia and Japan. This intense 
period of practical ministry gives the students an opportunity to test their call further, also 
enabling them to finely tune their specialist areas of study. Students have two five-week 
placements during their Degree Course, apart from their weekly placements, which run 
continuously alongside their academic work and community life. Moorlands ‘holistic’ approach 
to learning enables the students to graduate with a depth and breadth of experience and 
academic excellence, essential for future ministry. 
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Feature 



When thinking about your place in the world, 
consider the whole of history and pre-history - 
billions of years - writes Alison Webster. 
Remember dinosaurs, ice ages, the evolution of 
humankind. 



ow project into the future. 
Imagine, if you can, a hun- 
dred years from now; a 
thousand; a million. Think 
about yourself. Here. Now. 
In all of that time past, there has never 
been another you. And in all of the time 
yet to come, however long our planet 
has left, there never will be again. There 
has been and will be only one of you on 
this earth - ever. 

I am back in school for a couple of 
days. The child being addressed is 11. 

His name is Glyn. His response to the 
teacher’s message is like daybreak: a 
beaming smile and a ducking of the 
head in shy acknowledgement of his 
own specialness. A specialness shared, of 
course, by every other student in his 

7 matter, and you matter. 
We are irreplaceable, and 
our identity lies in this, 
our uniqueness. ’ 

class, and by each and every one of us. 
Glyn’s class has been exploring the 
notion of identity. They tackled this 
through a simple pen-and-paper exer- 
cise, a kind of word association game. 

The class was given a word: family. 
Working from this word, each child drew 
a ‘linking’ diagram with spaces for seven 
additional words. The aim was to write 
down the seven words which flowed 
from that one initial word, family. After 
a few minutes, the teacher invited one of 
the children to share their last word. 
‘Goldfish’, said one. Did any other child 
have ‘goldfish’ as their eighth word? No. 
Of course not. Why not? 

‘Because our minds all work in differ- 
ent ways.’ 

And why is that? 

‘Because we have all had different 
experiences.’ 

Which means? 

‘We are all different.’ 

I am suddenly struck by the radical 
simplicity of what this class has learned. 
And I am slightly disturbed by my sur- 
prise at the awe and wonder in Glyn’s 
response. There is no-one else in this 
universe that is quite like me, and there 
never will be again. This means that 
there are things in this world that only I 
can do. Exactly the same can be said of 
you. There are ways that only you can 
be, stories only you can tell, poems only 


I can write, songs only you can sing, con- 
versations that only you and I can have 
together. In short: I matter, and you mat- 
ter. We are irreplaceable, and our identi- 
ty lies in this, our uniqueness. 

The flip side of our uniqueness is our 
profound limitation. Without others, we 
are but one small and isolated piece of a 
giant cosmic jigsaw. So there can be no 
separation between me and you. We 
need one another. We are interdepend- 
ent. The question is: how do I, as one 
unique and irreplaceable human being, 
step beyond myself and into an 
encounter with another unique and irre- 
placeable human being - you? 

The one-to-one encounter that is the 
most deeply personal, and personally 
challenging, is an exercise in the devel- 
opment of intimacy. But it is simultane- 
ously a radical kind of political activity, 
for it engenders deep social change. 
Every time we forge an intimate connec- 
tion with another person, a connection 
that honours the uniqueness of that per- 
son, we let go of something of our limi- 
tation and smallness. Our uniqueness is 
intended, it is a divine gift. We are 
meant to revel in it, to love ourselves, 
and appreciate our glorious one-offness. 

How we live our uniqueness is a deeply 
spiritual question. When I struggle with 
who I am, what I am for, and by whom I 
am loved (all frequent occurrences) - I 
find it helps to move outwards, to stretch 
beyond the ‘I’ to the ‘we’, and to stretch 
beyond the ‘we’ to that which is vast and 
mysterious: sky, stars, the sea, the 
crowds. 


'As we swim in this 
cultural sea, we develop 
strategies to prevent us 
from drowning or losing 
ourselves. ’ 


This has two contradictory effects. 
Firstly, I feel small and potentially 
insignificant. In the scheme of things, 
what do I matter? Secondly, though, I 
feel an acute yet simple need to be 
beheld by another - to see and be seen. 
It is then that I feel, in a positive sense, 
‘put in my place’ - and I become some- 
one. 

What is the politics of identity in the 
culture of global capitalism that domi- 



nates our time? What can we see of the 
sea that we swim in? Firstly, our identity 
is forged through comparison and com- 
petition. 

We believe in our relative value, not in 
our inherent value. Secondly, we are 
required, above all, to be economically 
productive units. In a profound sense, 
therefore, we are pressed out of shape 
by forces that require human beings to 

‘ Without others, we are but 
one small and isolated piece 
of a giant cosmic jigsaw. ’ 

be uniform and predictable in order to 
serve the economy. We invest in materi- 
al achievements because they are easier 
to measure. 

It’s hard to make a case in the public 
square for investment in intangibles - so 
we find it difficult to value, for instance, 
the uniqueness of someone with a learn- 
ing disability; the wisdom of age; the 
role of illness and vulnerability in the 
forward-movement of our communities. 
As we swim in this cultural sea, we devel- 
op strategies to prevent us from drown- 
ing or losing ourselves. Investment in 
personal autonomy and disengagement 
from others are two obvious ways of 
refusing to be affected by the erosion of 
a sense of our inherent value. 

Most of the key challenges of our time 
have, at their root, questions of identity. 
Global warming: who do we think we are 
as human beings, and how is it that our 
self-understanding has led us into the 
paradoxical situation where we appear to 
be on the brink of destroying our only 
home? World poverty: what limits do we 
put on our sense of responsibility for and 
to others and what does this mean about 
how we see ourselves? The war against 
terror: who are the people we call ‘ter- 
rorists’ and what is driving them? 


British democracy - a liberal, tolerant 
and decent society that everyone in the 
world wants to be part of: then why do we 
imprison our children, abuse our senior 
citizens and appear to know the cost of 
everything but the value of nothing? 

What are our real values, accidentally 
exposed? It is already clear, then, that 
grappling with questions of identity is not 
a self-absorbed struggle with an individu- 
alised ‘I-dentity’ and its various crises. 
Rather, it is an ongoing conversation 
about all that it means to be a human 
being alongside other human beings, try- 
ing to make sense of one another and of 
our planet. 

This is an edited extract from You Are 
Mine, Reflections on who we are (ISBN 
9780281059355 by Alison Webster, the 
Diocese of Oxford’s Social Responsibility 
Adviser. It has been reproduced with the 
permission of SPCK. 


Win You are Mine 






The Door has three copies of Your 
Are Mine , Reflections on who we are to 
give away in our April draw. 

To be in with a chance of winning 
send your name and address to Your 
Are Mine Competition, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 

The closing date is April 9th. 
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. M 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives 
and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The Easter edition of 
The Son includes stories on 
Lewis Hamilton, Kaka, Yazz 
and many more. 

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach at Easter... why 
not use The Son to reach 
your community 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Weil done!’ 
Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

L^Tlie Son.? 
WeloveHiiml 


It’s nearly c 
Diocese to 
year we an 
Kimberley ; 




HE Church Times Cup, the oldest 
limited overs cricket competi- 
tion in the world, was inspired 
and founded by the Revd Hugh 
Pickles, a clergyman of the 
Oxford Diocese and then Vicar of 
Blewbury, writes Andrew Wingfield Digby. 

Hugh ran Oxford diocesan cricket for 
years and enjoyed bringing in ‘ringers’ for 
all matches other than Church Times games. 
Bill Frindall, the ‘bearded wonder’ who 
died the other day, was his favourite. 

He recruited me while I was at Wycliffe 
Hall and also asked me to preach a Lent 
address for him - half way through my ser- 
mon (probably rather longer than they 
were used to) - his faithful Beagle hound, 
Justice, who always processed in with him, 
began to howl and had to be recessed to 
the west door. Nobody seemed to bat an 
eyelid. For years Hugh and his faithful dogs 
were ever present at all diocesan cricket 
matches. 

He died a few days after our first winning 
final and at his funeral Bishop Richard 
Harries reflected that actually Hugh 
entered Paradise when he raised the Church 
Times cup at Southgate. 

In 1984 I moved to the Oxford Diocese 
from London, and found myself quickly 
elevated to the captaincy of a fine team 
which won the cup on numerous occa- 
sions. In fact between 1993 and 2004 only 
London or Oxford were winners. 

John Sam ways, who soon replaced me as 
captain much to everyone’s relief, was a 
lethal left arm seamer; Bruce Gillingham a 
prolific batsman; Tim Bradshaw and 
Vaughan Roberts, canny spinners and bat- 


ters, Hugh White amassed loads of runs 
and Brian Mountford was the best clergy 
wicket keeper by a mile in the country. 

Ian Bentley opened the bowling with 
steady outswingers. The new Cathedral Sub 
Dean, Ed Newell, was around in those days 
and bowled a charitable form of slow left 
arm. Andy Rimmer - ‘the phantom’, now 
you see him now you don’t - occasionally 
escaped the demands of a large family to 
make telling contributions. 

'The remits are quickly 
forgotten. What is 
remembered is genuine 
Christian fellowship across 
traditions. ’ 


Over the years others joined us and have 
done well, not least Tom Moffatt, the Vicar 
of Thatcham, who has made stacks of runs 
over the years for Southwark and Liverpool 
Dioceses. Nick Fennemore got injured so 
often it was a mercy he was a hospital chap- 
lain. When the rules were relaxed to allow 
licensed youth workers to play, St Andrew’s 
Rob Humphreys came to the fore making a 
hundred in his first final, winning the game 
for us. He repeated the feat in 2004 - 
Oxford’s last appearance in a final - but 
London were victorious by 33 runs that 
year. 

Really though the results are quickly for- 


gotten. What is remembered is the friend- 
ship, genuine Christian fellowship across 
traditions. At the height of the Jeffrey John 
affair in this diocese Brian Mountford, a 
good friend, and I debated publically the 
merits of the liberal and evangelical posi- 
tions. His attempt to besmirch my reputa- 
tion by recalling a beer-drinking episode 
after a cricket final caused considerable 
mirth and left me seriously disadvantaged 
in the debate. 

There is always a lot of banter and plenty 
of chronic mistakes. Bradshaw will not 
thank me but really when Liverpool need- 
ed two to win off the last ball of a final, 
bunging it straight over the keeper’s head 
was not a great move. 

The current holders of the trophy are 
London who claimed the trophy back from 
Guildford in last years final thanks to a win- 
ning 96 from former Oxford blue, Jez 
Barnes. 

The glory days in the Oxord Diocese are 
over for the moment and we need some 
new blood. Let me assure you that you will 
not need to be much cop to get a 
game... and if you are still hesitating consid- 
er this - our splendid new Bishop may 
bang on endlessly about Newcastle United 
but really - whisper it not in Geordie land 
- he is much more of cricket nut really. 
Could this be a surprise route to that hon- 
orary canon’s stall? Probably not.... but by 
the way Bishop, Barnes is currently looking 
for a parish! 

The Revd Andrew Wingfield Digby is Vicar of 
St Andrew’s, Linton Road, Oxford. 


Players wanted 

he Revd Dr Hugh White, Vicar of Deddington with Barford, Clifton and 
Hempton, who captains the Oxford team, is looking for new players. The 
team is open to clergy who hold their Bishop’s licence or have permission 
to officiate. Each team is allowed up to three non-clerical players who either hold 
a Bishop’s licence (including LLMs, Church Army Captains and members of reli- 
gious orders) or are full-time church workers in the diocese. Umpires and scorers 
would also be welcome. 

And to add an extra incentive this year, the team is asking people to sponsor 
them in the Cup to raise funds for the diocesan link with Kimberley and Kuruman 
in South Africa. Suggestions include pledging a penny for every run the Oxford 
team scores or lOp per wicket taken ( see form on the opposite page) . 

Bishop John is lending his full support to the scheme. ‘What a great idea to link 
our wonderful summer game to our much-valued partnership with Kimberley and 
Kuruman,’ he said. ‘Bishop Ossie and I are both keen cricket fans and here is an 
imaginative way of connecting God’s own game with real practical support for our 
friends in South Africa. 

‘I cherish the comment someone made that “life is a metaphor for cricket”. I 
wouldn’t go that far but I’d be delighted if we could pick up the challenge of rais- 
ing money for the very important development opportunities there are in 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 

‘Eventually we might even be able to stage a real cricket match between us - and 
maybe we could do better than our national counterparts!’ To join the team con- 
tact The Revd John Dane on 01869 337403 orjohn@ausome.co.uk. 
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ricket season... And that means it’s time for the Oxford 
field a team in the annual Church Times cricket cup. This 
launching a sponsorship scheme to raise funds for the 
nd Kuruman, our link diocese in South Africa. 

Support for the poor 

URING a recent trip to Kimberley and Kuruman, the Revd Dr 
Hugh White got first hand experience of some of the projects your 
sponsorship cash could support. 

He visited a Peer Education Centre in a town named Taung, run by a 
priest named Father Elia Bokala. 

In November the Door reported how the Revd Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker, Bishop’s Advisor on Diocesan Links, worked at the centre dur- 
ing a three-and-a-half month trip to K&K. 

The centre organises the training of young people aged 14 to 25 to 
teach them about HIV/AIDS and its avoidance. 

An under-resourced centre for disabled young people in a town called 
Ritchie, was also on Dr White’s itinerary. ‘It was struggling for funds 
because it hadn’t received what it should have had from the 
Department of Social Services. There was a feeling that in Kimberley 
city people got what they were supposed to get from the state, but out 
in this smaller place, about half an hour away, they didn’t,’ he said. 

‘The premises this project occupies are not owned by the project and 
may be taken away. The people there have so much commitment and 
very few resources. They are very enterprising.’ 

Dr White said the Mothers’ Union is a powerhouse of activity within 
the church in K&K. He was also touched when he met Father Russell 
Visser, of St Augustine’s in Kimberley. 

‘Father Russell’s church is involved in a social support project for the 
whole of the neighbourhood. They provide clothing and food parcels 
for people in need. 

‘I also visited Batlharos, near Kuruman, where a home-based care 
project sends women to visit families in need in the locality, providing 
them, for instance, with vegetables from a vegetable garden cultivated 
by the project.’ 

A recently initiated project is the Cathedral School in Kimberley, 
which has reopened after closure during the apartheid years. Dr White 
said: ‘Genuinely multi-racial, it has a focus on the performing arts. It is 
hoped that Oxford may be in a position to provide bursaries to support 
poorer children at the school.’ 

The link between the Oxford Diocese and K&K was set up in 1993. It 
followed the 1988 Lambeth Conference when dioceses were encour- 
aged to set up such links. 

Turn to page seven to read about a new partnership between 
Deddington CE Primary School and Thelesho Primary School in 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 
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bove, Hugh White holds up after Oxford’s 2003 victory. Below 
he Revd Rob Humphrey’s, of St Andrew’s, Oxford, was man of 
he match. Pics Richard Watt. 
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Will you sponsor the team, ? 


Will you sponsor your diocesan 
Cricket XI in this year’s Church Times 
Cup? 

You might like to sponsor the team 
by pledging: 

lp for every run the Oxford team 
scores per innings 

5p per point per player for the 2009 
season 

lOp for every wicket taken 

50p for an Oxford victory 

£5 for reaching the Quarter and 
Semi Finals 

£10 for reaching the Final 

£20 for winning the Church Times 
Cricket Cup. 

Alternatively, do send a cheque for a 
fixed amount. You can make your gift 
go further by signing the Gift Aid dec- 
laration. 


ONLINE 


To sponsor the team and reclaim gift 
aid online visit: 

www.justgiving.com/dioceseofox- 

ford 


Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
Charity Number : 247954 

I enclose a cheque for £ as a donation to the Oxford 

Diocesan Board of Finance for the diocesan work in Kimberley and Kuruman. 

Made payable to: ODBF - Administered Funds 

Send to: Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OXON, 0X2 ONB 

Full name 


Postcode 

I am a UK taxpayer, paying Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax, intending tax to 
be reclaimed on the enclosed donation made under the Gift Aid scheme. 

Signed 

Date 

Thank you for your gift. 
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WWW. NeverEverTheSame .com 


Life transforming training in Healing, 
Deliverance, Discipleship & Evangelism 
(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 

El lei Ministries +44(0)1252 794 060 


Infinite Adornments 

( In Lilian Jewellery 
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Website 



www.inf.co.uk 
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A 'large range of 



jewel lerv for all aees 
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lor churches and bookshops 
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Organist & Choir Leader 


St Peter’s and St Paul’s Church 
Olney is seeking to appoint an Organist 
and Choir leader. We are an active parish 
with strong musical expectations, at ease 
with both traditional and contemporary 
music. We have a small but dedicated and 
able choir with weekly anthems and 
sung Eucharist. Your work will involve 
the oversight, with the Incumbent, of all 
music related matters and development 
in the parish. The church has a fine two 
manual organ, with 24 speaking stops, 
built by JJ Bins in 1907 using his patented 
tubular pneumatic action. The organ was 
completely restored in 2005. 

RSCM rates negotiable plus fees. 

Contact Revd Claire Wood on 
01234 713308 or 

revclairewood @gmail. com 

v / 


ORGANIST REQUIRED 

St Mary’s Church, Upton (off 
A41 7 between Blewbury and 
Harwell, South Oxfordshire) is 
seeking an organist to play our 
fine 1 8th Century chamber organ 
for a 9.00am sung eucharist 
each Sunday. Expenses can be 
negotiated. Please call Clare 
Lightfoot in the first instance on 
01235 850486 


+ 
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Good news for car buyers... 









Call an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

We'll save you time: 

• Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car tor your needs. 

We'll give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 12 months parts 
& labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 
HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

• Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 

* Cars from just £2,995 
Part exchanges welcome 

* Finance available 





...we can find | 
the right car for 




you! 


am 


"Thank you foi your help J 
and advice, hard work Jf| 
and patience with our 
recent car purchase, it Si 
ideal, just what we had ' 
hoped for." jj 

Rev & Mrs Laws 


www.autosave.co.uk 



Call now: 0845 122 6902 


OUR If AM HAS OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES EO 
I HE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 


autosave + 
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retirement housing... 
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id 1 tiglnmi Pfhsjous Hon id provide security mui 
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Ifvci towards helping others in flic rumie of Christ* 
including Clergy Widows End Licensed Lay Worker#* 
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Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in April 2009 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the May 2009 issue is 1 April. 


Wednesday 


OXFORD: St Michael and All 
Angels Parish Church, Lonsdale 
Road, Summertown. ‘God? the 
Church and the World’ - talk by 
Revd Charlotte Bannister-Parker. 
Refreshments and live music from 
7.30pm - discussion 8pm - 
9.30pm. 01865 556079. 

Thursday 2 


READING: The Concert Hall at 
7.30pm. Organ Masterworks with 
celebrity recital by Catherine 
Ennis. Details 
www.readingarts.com 

STOKE POGES: Quiet Garden, 
Stoke Park Farm, Park Road, 
Stoke Poges at 1 0am - 1 2.30pm. 
‘Personality and Prayer’ - An 
exploration of prayer to enable 
spiritual growth for differing 
personalities. 01 753 644273. 



CHALGROVE: The John 
Hampden Hall at 1 0am - 5pm. 
Auction of antiques, jewellery, 
collectibles, craftwork, etc. In aid 
of church funds. 01 865 4001 29. 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 6pm - 
7.15pm. Creative, contemplative, 
‘Fresh Expressions' worship. 
01494 726680. 

DORCHESTER: Dorchester 
Abbey. 6pm Evensong, followed 
by refreshments with talk at 7pm 
by Revd Canon Prof Martyn Percy, 
Principal of Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon - ‘The Bible and 
Salvation’. Details 01865 340007. 


OXFORD: The Chapel, Queen’s 
College at 6.1 5pm. Lent concert - 
Baroque choral and instrumental 
music and modern icons. 
www.op59.net/lent2009.html 


TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalene 
at 7.30pm. Olivet to Calvary by 
Reading concert singers and 
church choirs. 


OXFORD: St Michael and All 
Angels Parish Church, Lonsdale 
Road, Summertown. ‘God? and 
World Religions’ talk by Prof Keith 
Ward. Refreshments and live 
music from 7.30pm. Discussion 
8pm - 9.30pm. 01865 556079. 


o d Friday 10 


OXFORD: St Barnabas Church, 
Jericho at 8pm. Chilingirian 
Quartet Hilliard Ensemble - Haydn 
Seven Last Words from the Cross. 
Gesualdo: Responsorias. Details 
on website 

www.musicatoxford.com/home.htm 

READING: St Agnes at 7.30pm. 
Olivet to Calvary by Reading 
concert singers and church choirs. 

OXFORD: St Giles’. Come and 
sing Mozart’s Requiem. Rehearsal 
at 3.30pm, tea and hot cross buns 
served at 6.30pm and 
performance at 7.30pm. £1 0 on 
the door. 01865 310686. 



OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, 
North Oxford at 7.30pm. Handel’s 
Messiah Concert. 
www.standrewsoxford.org/ 

OXFORD: Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm. Easter Vigil 
Service - a moving and memorable 
service. All are welcome. 


GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter 
and St Paul at 3pm - 5pm. Cream 
teas and garden open at 
Overstroud Cottage. 
www.missendenchurch.org.uk 

Easter Monday 13 


WING: Cream teas at All Saints 
Saxon Church from 2.30pm - 
5.30pm. 

Sunday 19 


WITNEY: Fritillary Sunday at 
Ducklington Church. Fritillary field, 
plant stall, souvenirs and plough- 
man’s lunches from 1 1 .30am. 
Cakes and cream teas available 
from 2pm - 5pm. Church service 
at 5.30pm. 01993 772175. 


Tuesday 21 


OXFORD: St Michael and All 
Angels Parish Church, Lonsdale 
Road, Summertown. Art workshop 
1 0am - 1 2noon. All ages welcome 
-creche available. 07968 231 1 73. 

OXFORD: The Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road (off 
Walton Street), Oxford at 8pm. 

The Oxford Council of Christians 
and Jews with the Oxford Jewish 
Congregation invite you to a 
special commemoration of 
holocaust remembrance Yom 
HaShoah. 0207 820 0090 or 
email ceo@ccj.org.uk 

Wednesday 22 


OXFORD: St Andrew’s, North 
Oxford. The marriage course is a 
series of seven sessions (Wed 
evenings) designed to help any 
married couple strengthen their 
relationship. Course begins on 22 
April at 7pm. 01865 515417. 

Friday 24 


FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, 
near Henley. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 
01491 571231. 

Saturday 25 


OXFORD: St Michael and All 
Angels Parish Church, Lonsdale 
Road, Summertown. Art workshop 
1 0am - 1 2noon. All ages welcome. 
07968 231173. 

CHIPPING NORTON: One day 

sports plus camp at Kingham Hill 
School, Chipping Norton - £1 6. 
01869 255630. 

Sunday 26 


OXFORD: St Swithun’s Church, 
Kennington at 3pm. Mozart: 
Requiem and Haydn: Nelson Mass 
by the Kennington and District 
United Church choirs. Entrance 
free. 01865 735885. 


MARSWORTH: 2009 is 
Marsworth Flower Festival - come 
along in the evening to Marsworth 
Millennium Hall and see Neil Gurney 
who will present an evening of 
expert flower arranging in his own 
inimitable style. 01 296 66071 1 . 


Courses & special events 


Saturday 4 April - Greening Faiths 
(Working towards sustainable living). 
A day conference from 9.30am - 
3pm at The Warehouse, 1 a 
Cumberland Road, Reading 
RG1 4LS. Details 01 18 9584849. 

Learning for Discipleship and 
Ministry - Courses for local 
ministry: Introduction to the 
Bible courses begin from 21 April - 
1 0 sessions at different venues. 
Learning to learn and think 
theologically - course on Tuesdays 
at 7.30pm - 9.30pm at Diocesan • 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford beginning on 12 May. 
Introduction to Spirituality - 
Saturday 9 May at Diocesan Church 
House, 1 0am - 4pm. 


Preaching - Saturday 6 June at 
St James Church Centre, Woodley, 
Reading from 1 0am - 4pm. 
Introduction to Ministry - 
Saturday 20 June at Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey from 
10am - 4pm. 

Level 2 course - Ethics - course 
begins on 20 April - 1 0 sessions as 
different venues. Details of above 
courses available sheila.townsend 
@oxford.anglican.org 

Responding to domestic abuse - 

A resource day to equip lay people 
and clergy to respond sensitively and 
effecitvely to domestic abuse. 28 
April at Diocesan Church House at 
10am - 4pm. Details 01865 208249. 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Commu- 
nion; 10am Matins (coffee in 
Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1 pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 6pm Even- 
song (Thursday Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

Details of Easter services 
available from Cathedral Office 
Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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Advertising Feature 

In times of need 


The loss of a loved one 
can be an emotional as 
well as stressful time. 
There are many profes- 
sionals who can ease the 
burden of preparation for a 
funeral with their expert- 
ise and personal service. 
This Bereavement Guide 
gives details of a few such 
organisations to help you 
in your time of need or to 
make things easier for 
your loved ones if you 
wish to plan ahead 
through purchasing a Pre 
Payment Funeral Plan. 

To find about advertising 
in this focus, telephone the 
Cornerstone Christian 
Media team on 01752 
225623 



m mm i 

A. B. WALKER 

tv S < «> limited 


www.abwalker.co.uk 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

& MONUMENTAL MASONS 

24 hour advice & assistance 

READING: Eldon House, 36 Eldon Rd 
Tel: (01 18) 957 3650 

BRACKNELL: Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Rd 
Tel: (01344) 303707 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Blyth House, 158 Reading Rd 
Tel: (01491) 413434 

WOKINGHAM: Blyth House, 105 London Rd 
Tel: (0118) 978 4040 


GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE-PAYMENT PLANS 


o 


ix VTftrron in rt+wtx 


GRAVE TENDING 
SERVICE 


MWR Grave Tending Services 


Tending the grave of a loved one has now become increasingly difficult for 
many people. Through personal experience I realise just how difficult it can 
be for those who may be elderly, sick or disabled to find a way of 
keeping a loved one’s grave well cared for in their absence, equally 
location and the demands of a busy lifestyle can cause problems in finding 
time to visit the cemetery on a regular basis. 

MW“R offer a high quality grave care service performed 
in a dignified and professional manner. 

Tel: (01494) 881119 • Mobile: 07941 653833 
0-mail: info@mwrgravetendingserviees.eo.uk 
Web: www.mwrgravetendingserviees.eo.uk 





unlock the potential 
of your Church property 
and advance your mission 


ECCLES I ASTICALPROP ERTYSO LUTIONS + 

abettetview.co.uk 01885400311 


Your Door to Christians 
throughout Oxfordshire, 
Bedfordshire and Berkshire 

With 36,500 copies of the The Door distributed 
through Anglican churches in the Oxford Diocese, 
it makes it a great vehicle to advertise your prod- 
ucts and services in local churches. Other 
Christian and charitable organisations, including 
faith based schools and colleges, can also benefit 
from this targeted readership. The Door is one of 
six Anglican newspapers published through 
Cornerstone Vision. We can help take your mes- 
sage throughout Anglican Diocese in the South 
and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The 
Wey - Guildford; Pompey Chimes - Portsmouth; 
Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - Bqjh 
and Wells. 

Regular features include subjects including educa- 
tion, care for the elderly, mission training, places 
to visit, reading, Christmas shopping and events 
and even Christian broadcasting. 

To find out more telephone Roy on 01752 225623 



will I ever 


birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases.* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p j a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these... you did it to me." 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 



Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 or visit worldvision.org.uk 
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Arts 


Archbishop of York to speak at 
Oxford Literary Festival 


Calling all artists 


THE ARCHBISHOP of York, Dr John 
Sentamu, will be in Oxford this month 
to take part in the Sunday Times Oxford 
Literary Festival. 

Dr Sentamu, who is the 99^ 
Archbishop of York and the first black 
Archbishop in the Church of England, 
will be giving the inaugural Wedgwood 
Lecture on ‘Englishness’ on Saturday 4 
April. Born in Uganda, the sixth of thir- 
teen children, Dr Sentamu was educated 
at Makarere University, Kampala, and 
Selwyn College, Cambridge. He served as 
a judge until he was forced to flee 
Uganda and the persecution of Idi 
Amin’s regime. 

Dr Sentamu was an advisor to the 
Stephen Lawrence murder enquiry and 
chaired the Damilola Taylor Murder 
Review, and is acknowledged as one of 
the most outspoken commentators in 
Britain today. The day after his lecture, 
Palm Sunday, he will preach at Matins at 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

Other speakers at the week long 
Oxford Literary Festival include 
Christopher Jamison, the Abbot of 
Worth Abbey, speaking on the pursuit of 
happiness, and the theologian Janet 
Soskice talking on the discovery of the 
Sinai Gospels by Victorian sisters Agnes 
and Margaret Smith. 

For more information or to book tick- 
ets phone 01865 276152. 



ONLINE 


To find out more visit: 

www.sunday-timesoxf ord lit- 
eraryfestival.co.uk 


A BUCKINGHAMSHIRE based group 
which aims to promote Christian arts is 
holding its annual conference this 
month. 

Christian Arts, which is run by Anna 
Payne, of Bourne End, 

Buckinghamshire, is hosting its What is 
Christian Art conference. 

The event will look at art as dogma, art 
as a means of teaching and preaching 
Christian orthodoxy. It will challenge the 
Church for its excesses, corruptions and 
formalities. 

The conference takes place at 
Ammerdown Centre, Radstock from 
April 17* to 19*. The main speaker will 
be Graham Howes, Fellow Emeritus of 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge and a trustee of 
ACE (Art and Christian Enquiry). He is 
author of The Art of the Sacred. 

Christian Arts is looking for new mem- 
bers. The group aims to encourage con- 
tact between Christian artists and to pro- 
mote awareness of the range of contem- 
porary Christian art practice. 

Members get together to hold exhibi- 
tions in cathedrals and churches and 
hold occasional study days. 

Mrs Payne, who paints contemplative 
pieces, says: ‘Artists work in a vacuum, 
you have to, to produce your work. 

‘The group gives us the chance to meet 



like-minded people and for Christian 
artists to support one another.’ 


ONLINE 


To find out more see: 

www.christianartists.org 

|||| | | Y ^ if; |I|sS 
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id Foundations Addiction Counselling Training School 
at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe. near Okehampton offers the following Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 1 50 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling (17 courses) 280 hours: £530 
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 350 hours: £700 
Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme with our 
clients. This training and the Genesis tools are used throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 
We also have a correspondence course on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 



■W- ' • 
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would like to study at ACTS. Don’t lose out, sign up NOW The details: 

’raining period- approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are 
eligible for housing benefit, Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be supplied 
in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 

3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day off, plus all trainees would be expected to be 
at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• of practice; trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on 
application). 

• Study materials; All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 





School 







If you, or someone you know would like 
more information about 
ACTS and the scholarship places that are 
available or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 

Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk, www.gilead.org.uk 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


? 
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Christian Schools, 
therefore, often 
have waiting lists or 
entrance examina- 
tions to help them 
maintain their stan- 
dards of excellence, 
or offer open days 
for parents and 
prospective pupils 
to look around at 
what is on offer. 
Some schools will 


Deciding on a school for your children is a 
tremendously important choice. In many 
cases a child’s primary and secondary 
education can have repercussions 
throughout life. With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education in Britain 
today, it should come as little surprise that 
Christian schools maintain their popularity 
with parents, providing a strong spiritual 


and moral basis in all that they do. The 
more disciplined style of education seems 
to bear fruit and their academic results 
continue to impress and in many cases 
improve. 


Christian schools continue to be popular 
and are approached by parents from 
across the denominations, as well as 

other faiths, who 
wish to ensure that 
their children can 
enjoy a start to life 
based on a firm 
foundation. 


PREPARATORY & SENIOR SCHOOL 

OPEN MORNING 


Wednesday 6th May 9:15am to 12.15pm 
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RANELAGH SCHOOL, RANELAGH DRIVE, BRACKNELL 

Headteacher: Mrs K M Winrow, MA 
Tel No 01344 421233 Fax No 01344 301811 
email: study@ranlagh.brackneII-forest.sch.uk 



Teacher of Religious Education 





Required for September, an excellent teacher of Religious Education willing to 
teach to Advanced level in a very good department. The department achieves 
excellent results at GCSE (92% full course and short course) and 
approximately 40 students are studying advanced level courses in Religion 
and Philosophy. 

This opportunity is available as a full time or part time (0.8) post. Applicants 
should state their second teaching subject if applying for the full time position. 

Ranelagh is an 11-18 Voluntary Aided (Anglican) coeducational, comprehensive 
school. It is a High Performing Specialist College for Visual Arts and Business 
Enterprise, Mathematics and Computing. 

The most recent OFSTED and Section 48 Inspections awarded Grade 1 across 
all areas and the school received a stunning report. The successful applicant 
will be fully involved in extending the learning culture of this very successful 
school and there are exceptional opportunities for Professional Development. 
The CPD programme is excellent and this provision is reflected through IIP 
status over many years. 

Further details are available from Mrs K M Winrow, MA, Headteacher, 
Ranelagh School, Ranelagh Drive, Bracknell, Berks RG12 9DA. 


Please return your application to Mrs Winrow as soon as possible. 


O 
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still be taking pupils for the new-year start- 
ing in September, but others will already 
be looking at the September 2010 intake. 

For some children the chance to sing in 
the choir can be a major pull when 
searching for a school, but they'll almost 
certainly need the talent to get selected. 
Many public and local authority schools 
now specialise, whether in the arts or 
sports. The traditional education offered 
by most fee paying schools is generally 
accepted as a good all round start in life. 

It’s a very similar story with further educa- 
tion and whilst most students will have 
already decided on a University or 
College to attend from the autumn semes- 
ter, some will still be looking for a course 
and others will start planning for next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be under- 
taken in deciding what path to follow, even 
when inherent talents seem to make the 
choice a little more obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have already 
been discussed when choosing subjects 
for A levels but for many older Christians 
starting a course could well be a part of a 
change in life’s direction. 

There’s also the choice of college. For 
many some time away from home at 
University can be a time of self-discovery 
and growing, although others may well 
prefer somewhere closer to home. This 


can be due to the commitments such as 
family responsibilities or commitments to 
the local church or other organisations. 
Travelling times are also quicker a boon 
for most students. 

For all the challenge of full time study 
should prove to be rewarding and 
fulfilling. 

Other ways of learning 

The way in which we view education has 
changed considerably over the years with 
an increasing emphasis being placed on 
‘Lifelong Learning’ for people of all ages 
and abilities. 

Christians can take part in this process 
through courses at universities and col- 
leges or through one of the increasing 
number of distance learning courses, 
which can be studied for at home as well 
as part-time and short break courses. 

There are many colleges, which offer the 
subject of Theology through distance 
learning, and is ideal for students with 
commitments, which stop them, being 
involved in full time education. For some, 
Distance Learning offers the opportunity 
to take a specialist subject to a new level. 

Of course, it is not just Theology that will 
be of interest to Christians. There are 
many other subjects and skills that can 

enable them to 
become more effi- 
ciently involved in 
the work of the 
Church or within 
society at large. 
These can involve 
anything from sec- 
retarial skills to 
counselling. 
Developing artistic 
abilities can also be 
put to good use in 
the service of God. 

The real message 
of Lifelong Learning 
is that it is never 
too late to learn a 
new skill, or study a 
new subject or to 
re-investigate the 
opportunity to study 
a subject that for 
some reason or 
another had to be 
dropped in the past. 





THE MARI ST SCHOOLS 
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A COMMUNITY OF INDIVIDUALS 



OPEN MORNING 


Senior School 


I Oam - 1 2pm - Wednesday 6 May, 2009 

Tel: 0 1 344 62429 1 Email: openday.snr@themaristschools.com 


OPEN DAY 

Preparatory School 

I Oam -4pm - Saturday 6 june, 2009 

Tel: 0 1 344 626 1 37 Email: openday.prep@themaristschools.com 
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an inspiring history, ; 
and ambitious plans 


provision 


am-hill.oxon.sch.uk 


WWW. 


a prospectus or arrange a visit, 


Venice £34 

Guided sightseeing in Verona £ 1 8 
Bolzano & the Renon Pyramids £30 

Buy all 3 excursions for £70 

SAVE £12 


ifitH iftilll! : v 

Call +44 (0) 1608 




or email admissio 


to request 


excel with average ability and 
able students. Our record for ! 
enabling significant improvement 
in grades, achievement on the 
sports field and stage, and growth in 
all round confidence, is superb. 

Ours is an exceptional school with 

setting 


• Vibrant Christian ethos 

• Superb pastoral care 

• Value-added across tne 


m 


: 




range 


• Academic excellent: 


Specialist department for 
dyslexia, dyspraxia and 
dyscalculia 

Excellent extra-curricular 




Kingham Hill School, Kingham, 

Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 6TH 


Boarding and day school for 
girls ana boys from 11-18 yrs 


Join us at our next OPEN MORNING: 
Saturday 2nd May 9:1 Sam - 1 :00pm 


VOICE TRIALS 

FOR 

CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS 

Spring 2009 

Does your son enjoy 
singing and have what 
it takes to become a 
cathedral chorister? Why 
not come and see us at 
the Cathedral School to 
find out more: we can 
arrange an audition with 
Dr Stephen Darlington, 
the Cathedral Organist, 
and you can discover 
what the chorister life is 
like. Generous bursaries 
are available and the 
educational and musical 
opportunities available are 
second to none. 


Mffl 


- 




Please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions’ Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 


Summer Value Breaks 


Whirs ! mtmie&P 


mm 


✓ 5 nights accommodation 
with breakfast & 5 
evening meals 

✓ Excursions to Lake Garda; 
Venice 
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✓ FREE local joining points 

Call for your nearest 

✓ Travel by executive coach 
or upgrade to Silver Service 
for luxury coach travel with 
extra legroom 


5 OAY I Local departure then onwards overnight towards Italy. 
DAY 2 Early afternoon arrival on Lake Garda. Afternoon at 
leisure. D 

DAY 3 Included Lake Garda excursion and optional evening 
lake cruise. B,D 

DAY 4 Optional excursion to the Venice. B.D 
DAY 5 Optional excursion to Bolzano and the Renon 
Pyramids. B.D 

DAY 6 Included excursion to Verona. B.D 
DAY 7 Free time on Lake Garda before your overnight journey 
north. B 

DAY 8 To Calais and return home. 

Included Meals: B = Breakfast, D = Dinner 


You will stay for five nights at the 3-star Hotel Bristol in Riva 

del Garda. The hotel has a restaurant, bar, lift and outdoor swimming 

pool. All bedrooms have T.V, 
telephone, hairdryer and safe. 


Pre purchase your optional 
excursions before you go! 


Holiday 0 m 

✓ Venice - enchanting city 

i/ Lake Garda - spectacular 
views and charming villages 

✓ Bolzano - pearl of the 
Slid Tirol 

l ■ 

i/ Renon Pyramids - famous 
earth Pyramids 

•/ Verona - historic city 


EXECUTIVE COACH Tour ref: SICK 

May 18 £299 
Sep 14 £369 

Sep 28 £359 

| Oct 2 £299 

Silver Service Tour m silkv 

Jul 6 £479 



fz&T&R maama 

TRAVEL 


Call now to book 0800 048 1 055 If ! 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 


AH holidays and offers are subject to avaMniity. terms and conditions apply. The full terms and aendioorc applicable to your holiday can be found in the Leg* Holidays Experience Europe 2909 brochure or on our website. Calls may be recorded for training purposes and for your protection 


7$^ 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras * Optional excursions * Single room 
supplement £59 

Single Room Saver 

Nd *uppl*m*nt - rati for more drt*A 
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Holidays 
at Home 



CRANTOCK 
North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage sleeps 7 plus 
cot, 8 minutes walk 
from beach Available all 
year, Short Break and 
Holidays Please ring 
for brochure 
01494 474884 


Beautiful 
Costwold Village 

Burford area 

Small self-contained flat, 
£32 per night for 2 people. 

For further details 
or brochure, please call: 

01367 860312 


NEW LUXURY 
SIX-BERTH CARAVAN 
in Weymouth 
for brochure or info 


call 07811 343335 






Holidays abroad 



Insurance 


Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Price increases are due end of March. Buy your 
Travel insurance now & receive £20 discount per 
annual policy & get last year's price. Maximum 
age 85 years of age 

Any single trip duration up to one year available 


to everyone up to 85 years of age 



ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


[Eqjoy on 

African safari! 

TWO WEEKS 

(£999 


...and help fund charity 
work in Uganda at the 
same time! Details: - 


www.sunrisesafaris.co.uk 


LOIRE VALLEY 

Well-equipped cottage in 
beautiful Montreuil-Bellay, near 
Saumur. Large garden and 
courtyard. Vineyards, kayaking, 
swimming, chateaux nearby. 
Sleeps 4-6. £250-£375 per week. 
Tel: 01494 729258 
nicholas.denton @tesco. net 




Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unvw. wolstenhomes. co. life 


MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 

High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, dose 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 

Tel 01934 852718 
booldngs@menorcanvilla.inlb 



HOLIDAYS • CONFERENCES • COACH • SPECIAL INTEREST 


ST WINIFREDS^ 

Rhos on Sea, North Wales 

01492 544128 

stwmifreds@cehc.org.uk 


◄BEECHWOOD COURT 

Conwy, North Wales 

01492 593405 

beechwoodcourt@cehc.org.uk 


THE PLEASAUNCE^ 

Overstrand, Norfolk 
01263 579212 

thepleasaunce@cehc.org.uk 


◄BROCKLEY HALL 

Saltburn, North Yorkshire 
01287 622329 

brockleyhatl@cehc.org.uk 


ST RHADAGUNDS ► 

St Lawrence. Isle of Wight i 

01983 852160 L 

strhadagunds@cehc.org.uk l 


« il ◄SELF CATERING BUNGALOW if fSN 

The Pleasaunce, Norfolk J. j 

01263 579212 jf|§H|l' 
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The Entombment, c.1639 (oil on panel) by Rembrandt van Rijn (1606-69) Alte Pinakothek, 
Munich, Germany/ Giraudon / The Bridgeman Art Library Nationality / copyright status: Dutch / out of copy- 
right * 


Dazzling light bursts from 
The Entombment to remind 
us of how Christ’s death is 
our nativity, writes Martyn 
Percy. 

embrandt’s image of the 
entombment of Christ has a 
wonderfully strange quality to 
it. It is a striking picture of 
intimacy, hopelessness, grief, 
tenderness and desolation: a mother lays 
her son to rest. Friends and disciples bid 
farewell to their executed teacher and 
leader. 

Rembrandt has managed to narrate an 
extraordinary sense of hope with each 
stroke of the brush. Golden colours and 
dazzling light burst out of the centre of the 
picture. Here in death, somehow, there is 
life. The radiance seems to flow out of 
Christ’s body; almost as though, here, in 
death, he still glows. Daringly, Rembrandt 
has given us no external source of light in 
the picture: it comes out from Jesus’ 
body, and almost at us. 

The tomb and. the womb 
are united; the cradle and 
the grave are now one. 


The portrait has more than a passing 
resonance with the countless nativity 
scenes painted by many of the great mas- 
ters, where the light of the world - newly 
born in the stable and lying in the crib - is 
the central and brightest image in the 
painting. Here, Rembrandt has taken that 
nativity idea and put it into the entomb- 
ment. Just as the infant Jesus shone in 
the crib of life, so here, the adult Jesus is 
allowed to shine in the cradle of death. 


Why, though, might this be such an 
apposite picture for Holy Week and 
Easter? It is partly because Rembrandt 
has used colours so well to paint life in 
the midst of death. The radiance in the 
midst of darkness is compelling. For in 
this image, we look back to Good Friday, 
but also forward to Easter Day. The tomb 


and the womb are united; the cradle and 
the grave are now one. Christ is the Lord 
of life, and is soon to be known as the 
conqueror of death. 

Rembrandt seems to be saying that, 
just as Christ came from the womb, so in 
this tomb, somehow, there is a new nativ- 
ity at work - a second birth. 


That, even in the burial of Christ, there 
is already a hint of resurrection. It is as 
though Rembrandt has found a way, at 
the point of the death of Jesus, to link that 
tragic event to the opening of John’s 
Gospel: The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it’. 

Of course, the gospels themselves are 
interpretations of what they witness to. 
As any student of religion knows, the sto- 
ries about Jesus’ resurrection are much 
more than ‘simple’ history. Just like Rem- 
brandt’s many canvases, the resurrection 
stories in the gospels are narratives with 
slants, angles, shades and perspectives. 
They aim to persuade the reader as much 
as they do to inform. The stories leave us 
exhilarated and hopeful. But we are also 
left confounded, for none of the gospels 
can capture the magnitude of the event in 
words alone. 

‘The light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness 
has not overcome it. ’ 


But for those who now do see and 
believe - that is to be born again. It is 
recognising that there is now a very deep 
relationship between the womb and 
tomb. In Jesus, in the tomb, life has over- 
come death. 

The darkness is scattering before us, 
just as Rembrandt portrays it here. The 
Resurrection bursts all our frames of 
knowledge and understanding. Every- 
thing is surpassed. He who was dead is 
now alive. As Rembrandt’s Entombment 
seems to testify, somewhere in the cradle 
of his death lies our own nativity. 

The Revd Canon Professor Martyn Percy is 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry Course and 
Ripon College Cuddesdon. 



April prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


' listen / tell you a mystery! We 
will not all die, but we will all be 
changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed. For this perishable 
body must put on imperishability, 
and this mortal body must put on 
immortality ’ 

(iCor. 15:51-53 NRSV) 


In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to 
the Father for: 

Wedl: Reading Deanery: 

Area Dean Brian Shenton, lay 
chairman Peter Jeal, ecumenical 
rep Owen Jewiss, associate clergy 
Colin Bass, work and economic 
life chaplain Susan van Beveren, 
chaplain to the deaf church Roger 
Williams. The support staff of the 
deanery and the people, wardens 
and PCCs in the parishes. For 
filling the vacancies in the deanery. 


Caversham St Andrew: 

clergy Nigel Jones. 


Earley St 

licolas: clergy, David Webster, 
Maureen Devine, warden Lindsey 
Sharpe. 


MN*f Earley St Peter: clergy 
Derek Spears, Maggie Thorne; LLM 
Roy Baxter. The staff and pupils of 
Earley St Peter (VA) School. 


Earley Trinity LEP: cler- 
gy Jonathan Salmon; lay worker 
Ann Baker. 


Wed 8: Emmer Green with 
Caversham Park LEP: clergy 
Derek Chandler, Margaret 
Dimmock; LLMs Elizabeth Gash, 
Paula Andrews. 


Maundy Thur 9: Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, martyr. Lodden 
Reach (Shinfield, Beech Hill, 
Spencers Wood, Grazeley, 
Swallowford, Farley Hill): 
clergy Maurice Stanton-Saringer, 
Beatrice Pearson, Chris Leslie; 
LLMs Pauline Stanton-Saringer, 
Michael Dexter-Elisha. 


Frl 3: caversham group ministry 
(StPeter & Mapledurham): clergy 
Dan Tyndall, Keith Knee-Robinson, 
Alveen Thoresen, LLM Marion Pyke. 


[All those of 
whatever faith, or none, coming to 
the end of their lives that they may 
be cared for in their final hours. 


Caversham St John- MMM George Augustus Selwyn 

Hs Richard Purkis, Anne Deane. " of New Zealand). The staff 


and pupils of Grazeley (VA) School 
and Shinfield St Mary’s (VA) School. 


Christians throughout the world 
facing persecution for their faith. 


Mon 13: Reading All Saints: 

clergy Nicholas Cheeseman; LLM 
Sylvia Cummins. 


MF : | The staff and pupils of 
Reading St Mary & All Saints (VA) 
School and of Reading All Saints 
(VA) School. 


Wed 15| ReadingChristchurch: 

clergy David West; pastoral assis- 
tants John Barry Croton, P Smith. 

Thu m The staff and pupils of 
Reading New Christchurch (VA) 
School. 

Reading Greyfriars: 

clergy Jonathan Wilmot, Pads 
Dolphin, Catharine Morris; Lay 
pastor Phil Cooke; LLMs Philip 
Giddings, Christine Ledger, John 
Ledger, Sue Wilmot, Dennis 
Parker; youth worker Stan Lyth. 

HMi Reading Holy Trinity: 

wardens Michael George, RGC 
Cutting. 


Alphege, Archbishop of 


Canterbury ; martyr. St Agnes 
with St Paul and St Barnabas: 

clergy Eddie Orme. 

Mon 20: Reading SS John & 

Stephen: clergy Vincent Gardner, 
Nick Benson, Suzanne Knight, Ali 
Marshall; LLMs Hamish Bruce, Alan 
Lawrence, Peter Marshall, Jeremy 
Thake, Don Mason, Richard Croft. 

Tile 2T: Anselm , Archbishop of 

Canterbury, teacher of the faith. 
The staff and pupils of Reading St 
John’s (VA) School. 

MH 22: Reading St Mary with 
St Laurence: clergy Brian 
Shenton, Chris Russell, Matt 
Stevens; youth work director 
Christopher West. 

Thu 23: George, martyr. 

Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholomew: clergy Nigel 
Hardcastle, Richard Christopher, 
Brian Blackman, Christine 
Blackman; LLM June Hardcastle. 


(St John, Emmanuel, Woodley 
Airfield LEP, St James): clergy 
Eddie Marquez, Sean Riordan, 
Moira Astin, Timothy Astin, LLMs 
Susan Walters, David Fulford, 
Michael Paterson. The staff and 
pupils of Woodley (VC) School. 

Mon 27: Christina Rossetti, 

poet. Tylehurst St George and 
Tilehurst St Mary Magdalen: 

clergy Adam Carlill, Duncan 
White, Peter Grosse, Michael 
Oke; ecumenical officer Dilys 
Rogers. 

Up 28: Tilehurst St Michael: 

clergy John Rogers; LLM Anne 
Attewell. 

Wed 29| Catherine of Sienna, 
teacher of the faith. Tilehurst St 
Catherine and Calcot St 
Birinus: clergy Denis Smith, Lor- 
raine Colam. The Cornwell Com- 
munity Church. 


Reading St 
Matthew: clergy John Hudson. 


MMM Mark the Evangelist. 

Reading St Mark: wardens Bar- 
rie Newby, Irene Wallis. 


Sun 28$; Woodley Team Ministry 


MM Woodhill Prison, 
Multi-faith and Ecumenical 
Chaplaincy: chaplains Alan 
Hodgetts and Sharon Grenham- 
Toze, Austin Mbelu (RC), Shehzad 
Hussain (Muslim) and part-time 
sessional chaplains. The staff and 
inmates of the prison. 
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Former auction house expert 

the Revd Jonathan Meyer 

seems perfectly matched to 
the uniquely historic St Mary 
the Virgin Church in Ewelme. 

Jo Duckies reports. 

he son of an antique-shop 
owner, Jonathan finished his 
theology degree and became 
a valuer and auctioneer, 
working for Bonhams and 
Sotheby’s, long before he became a 
priest. 

His enthusiasm for both the Christian 
faith and the historical fixtures and fit- 
tings of the ancient building shines 
through as he proudly shows visitors 
around the church. Henry VIII is 
believed to have been conceived in 

7 saw people who were 
vulnerable... and were short 
of money. I saw some people 
who lived in complete 
squalor and yet had really 
good things to sell. ’ 


Ewelme and would have worshipped at 
St Mary’s. 

Jonathan graduated from Oxford’s 
Keble College in the 1970s, and was 
ordained aged 50, in 2005. He became 
Priest in Charge at Ewelme in 
September 2008. ‘I read theology but 
never had any intention of being 
ordained,’ he says. ‘I very much felt that 
I wanted to sort out what I believed, so I 
knew it was more than just studying 
something but I didn’t see it going in 
this direction. ‘Theological colleges 
deconstruct you in order for you to be 
able to deal with people who are going 
through the process of working out 
their beliefs for themselves.’ 

After university he began working at 
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Bonhams as well as also travelling to 
Egypt with his former tutor, Geoffrey 
Rowell, who is now Bishop of Gibraltar 
in Europe. ‘We had a really interesting 
time visiting Coptic churches. In a way 
that had a subliminal influence on me,’ 
says Jonathan, who specialised as a fur- 
niture valuer. 

‘Working in auction houses meant I 
would go out to see people who had 
something they might be able to sell. I 
saw people who were vulnerable, possi- 
bly people who had been bereaved or 
divorced and were short of money. I saw 
some people who lived in complete 
squalor and yet had really good things 


to sell,’ he says. ‘Sometimes you had to 
be there and listen to them if you want- 
ed to sell their chest of drawers. I met 
some extraordinary people and occa- 
sionally those who were just lonely. In 
some ways that’s similar to doing visits as 
a priest. 

‘The other similarity was that I was 
often in a rostrum as an auctioneer, 
which is not unlike a pulpit. You walk up 
some steps into a box and you have a 
door behind you. There is a certain feel- 
ing of security in a rostrum as there is in 
a pulpit.’ 

Going back to the roots of his faith, 
Jonathan did not have an earth-shatter- 
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ing conversion but a ‘Christmas and 
Easter’ upbringing. He says: ‘When I 
came to really seriously think about 
ordination I realised my response to 
Confirmation had been different to my 
peers. 

‘I’m a Christian who is on a continu- 
ous journey. You come across people 
who have had a sudden, dramatic con- 
version, but most people in church are 
not in that category. They have a quiet 
sense of God and it’s a slow process of 
growing, developing and changing.’ 

At one point Jonathan says he felt he 
was running away from his vocation, but 
was consistently rattled by the Old 
Testament stories of the calling of 
Samuel, and Isaiah’s commission, when 
live coals were placed into the prophet’s 
mouth. ‘My tutor Geoffrey preached at 
my first Eucharist and when I said it had 
taken me a long time to get there, he 
replied “all in God’s time”. I feel incred- 
ibly lucky and privileged to be in this 
place; it’s worked out very well. 




7 feel incredibly lucky and 


privileged to be in this 


place; ids worked out very 
well. ’ 


‘What’s exceptional about this church 
is that feeling that a lot of it is 
unchanged since before the 
Reformation. I would like to emphasize 
a continuity of the worship of that peri- 
od, which of course has changed in 
many ways, while thinking about cater- 
ing more for families and children. It’s 
a historical building but it is a spiritual 
building as well and I would like to try 
and emphasise both of those aspects of 
it.’ 

Jonathan is married to Shirley, who 
teaches at The Coombes CE Primary 
School in Compton. They have two 
daughters, Charlotte, 19, who is a stu- 
dent at Exeter University and Ellie, 17, 
who is a sixth-form student. 








